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THE MODEL ACTUARY. 

A noted actuary of this country is 
quoted as saying that the principal re- 
quisite of the actuary of a company is not 
so much a knowledge of the mathematical 
feature of the work, but more an in- 
stinctive knowledge of the tendency of 
the public to the various forms of insur- 
ance. The well managed company does 
not try to make a specialty of one form 
of policy, but rather tries to strike an 
average of all the kinds. For instance, 
a company writing largely term insur- 
ance, lays itself open to the charge of its 
competitors of a heavy expense ratio to 
premium receipts, for it is of course ad- 
mitted that the expense of a term policy 
on the basis of its premium is larger than 
other higher-priced forms. Then it is 
not to the interests of a company to have 
the impression prevail that it is a tontine 
or semi-tontine company. The compan- 
ies that stand the best in the minds of 
the public are those which are impartial 
to all the forms of policies, and an actuary 
who can divine the feelings and opinions 
of the public along these lines is as valu- 
able as he is rare. 


UNDERWRITING ANNEXES. 

The outlook for the underwriting an- 
nex system has assumed a decided phase, 
and it looks now as though it may be 
summarily dispensed with in many states 
by action of the insurance departments. 
The movement against the underwriters’ 
system, it is pretty well understood, is 
instigated by several large companies 
that have persistently held out against 
the plan in all its ramifications, and 
which have refused to cousider it in their 
own arrangements under any circum- 
stances. It has all along been contended 
that the system would become top-heavy 
from its own cumbersomeness, and that 
the ease with which the ‘‘annexes” were 
put in operation would soon flood the 
field and make it necessary to enforce 
some regulation against them. The 
Massachusetts department has just noti- 
fied the North America, Fire Associa- 
tion, Hartford, London & Lancashire, 
Norwalk, German American, German 
Alliance and Capital, all of which have 
“annexes,” that they are doing business 
under names and titles other than their 











own, and that the same is contrary to | The Northwestern makes the announce- 
| ment unostentatiously, yet undoubtedly 


law and must be stopped. The section 
of the law on which the ruling is based 
is as follows: 

Every insurance company, foreign or do- 
mestic, shall conduct its business in the 
commonwealth in its own properand corpor- 
ate name, and the policies and contracts of 
insurance issued by it shall be headed or en- 
titled only by its own proper or corporate 
name. 

Other departments that are expected 
to take similar action are those of Penn- 
sylvania and several Western states. 
Two of the companies affected have been 
heard from. The 7’mes-Herald gives 
the statement of an official of the New 
York Underwriters’ agency as follows: 

The policy of th New York Underwriters’ 
Agency is nota combined or joint policy, 
but is simply the policy of one company, and 
all our business has been conducted under 
the corporate name of that company. What- 
ever construction the commissioner may 
place upon the insurance laws of Massachu- 
setts, there is not the slightest difficulty in 
our complying with it, if we are not already 
doing so. 

Vice-President E. L. Allen, of the Ger- 
man American, also gives out the tol- 
lowing : 

As far as our policy is concerned, it is 
headed with the name of each company, as 
required by the law, and the title is added 
descriptive of the fact that itis a joint pol- 
icy of the two companies. 

The possibilities of the business were 
partly developed when the Milwaukee 
Mechanics, already a member of the 
Western Underwriters’ Association, 
formed the German Underwriters, mak- 
ing three different policies issued by it 
under different names. There is no 
doubt that if allowed to flourish these 
associations would be the means of en- 
tirely stopping the advent of new cap- 
ital into the insurance business. Asa 
speaker at the Fire Underwriters’ con- 
vention of the Northwest aptly said, 
about all that was needed to start an 
annex was a little office paraphernalia, 
and credit at the printing shop. If 
the various departments take action 
along the lines which it is expected 
they will, it is not unlikely that many 
of the annexes will be discontinued. 
It will work quite a hardship on the 
old established offices, which have a large 
business, but the adoption of the Mas- 
sachusetts commissioner’s ruling by 
the other departments would {be pro- 
lific of good results generally. 


BROKERAGE IN LIFE INSURANCE. 
One of the best moves ever made by a 
life insurance company is that in the 
shape of a ukase by the Northwestern to 
its agents announcing that it will not 
accept brokerage business, and that all 
the business must be written by regular 
agents of the company. It is also a de- 
cided innovation in life insurance agency 
work, but we believe it will finally re- 
dound to the benefit of the company. 





| nual 


| opposed to liberal cash values, 


means every word it says. The North- 
western has a peculiar habit of meaning 
things it says. When it said its agents 
were to do no more rebating, although 
it was one of the very few companies 
which stayed out of the anti-rebate com- 
pact, rebating among its agents stopped, 
which appears to be more than can safely 
be said of some other companies that 
did join. When the life insurance world 
became agitated over the question of an- 
dividend annual cash surrender 
value guarantees, and a number of com- 
panies complied with the popular de- 
mand and issued, at least in name, such 
a policy, the Northwestern gave the peo- 
ple what they wanted by issuing a policy 


| that bore its name without blushing. 


This notwithstanding that the company’s 
former plan had been unconditionally 
Now it 
takes the initiative in introducing a re- 
form which, for a time at least, must 
cause it a loss of some business. It 
takes no little backbone for a company 


| to institute a reform single-handed, as 


| the Northwestern has done in this case, 


and it is deserving of praise by the com- 
panies generally, many of whom will 


| very likely follow in its footsteps. 


The doing away with brokerage in life 
insurance means more than protection to 
its legitimate agents; it means the abate- 


| ment of many of the evils of the agency 


business. In the first place it strikes a 
direct blow at rebating. The North- 
western or any company can discharge 
an agent for rebating, but no action it 
may take has any influence on the 
broker or agent of another company 
who places his surplus business with it. 
It is a fact that a very large part of the 
rebated business of to-day is that placed 
by brokers aud outside men. A manager 
sends out a general offer of brokerage to 


| every one who will bring him a policy. 


In the course of time he may have as 


| many as a hundred friends and helpers 


in other businesses who know they can 
get a commission on policies they influ- 
ence. What is the result? They do not 
hear insurance mentioned, or listen to 
an agent’s argument, to any one they 
know, without trying to switch the busi- 
ness; usually by offering to divide, or 


| even give all the brokerage, if the pros- 
| pective assurant happens to be a friend. 


| rightfully earned. 


They are not capable of arguing the ad- 
vantages of the company they are cham- 
pioning, so all they can do is to make a 
money inducement. Or take an agent 
of another company who is competing 
for a policy with, say a Northwestern 
agent. The man likes the Northwestern 
and finally decides he will have nothing 
else. Asa last resort the agent will say: 
“If you must have Northwestern, then 
at least let me place it in that company 
for you.” The effect is that a hard- 
working Northwestern agent is fleeced 
out of his commission, which he has 
One of the best re- 


| sults of the company’s action is that 











THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 





which will redound most to its own bene- 
fit, in that agents will appreciate the ad- 
vantages of working tor a company 
which protects them in this manner. It 
will tend to give a higher tone to repre- 
sentatives of the company than that of 
the ordinary solicitor who has no such 
rights. An agent can feel that he is. not 
in the same class as the curbstone broker 
or the commonly-termed ‘‘agent.” He 
knows that he has rights which every- 
one else has not; that the company real- 
izes and protects his importance as one 
of its representatives. What inducement 
is there for a man to take a regular 
agency for a company when he knows 
the first “street man” who steps in the 
office can get the same concessions as 
he? It will mean something to be an 
agent of the Northwestern hereafter, 
and we look for other companies to fol- 
low in the same lead, when the advan- 
tages are so apparent. True, it is morti- 
fying for the general agent to have to 
refuse a policy because one of his own 
agents did not bring it in,and the chances 
are that he will lose no little business in 
the course of a year in this way; but the 
effect his protection has on his agents 
should stimulate them to more than 
make up this loss. 

There is one thing more we should 


like to have seen the Northwestern do | 


in connection with this change, which is 
to limit its agents to those who devote 
their whole time to the company. This 
is a reform which is needed in life insur- 
ance, and when adopted will do more 
than any one thing towards uplifting the 
vocation of the life insurance agent. 
When life insurance is solicited and rep- 
resented by men who understand it thor- 
oughly, and take pride in their occupa- 
tion, much will have been done towards 
properly enlightening the public on its 
true importance and dignity. 


THE COMMISSION QUESTION. 


At the recent Fire Underwriters’ Con- 
vention of the Northwest there were two 
papers that impressed us particularly. 
The first was that of E. C. Irvin, presi- 
dent of the Fire Association, outlining 
the present situation of fire insurance, 
and what may be expected in the future, 


from a Union manager's standpoint. The | 


other was the paper written from the 
agent's point of view presented by J. A. 
Garver, a local agent of Des Moines, Ia. 
Mr. Irvin’s talk generally was along the 
line of reduction in expenses and the un- 
iform enforcement of the 15 per cent 
basis of commission. He argued that 
in the scientific calculation of fire insur- 
ance premitims there should be no such 
thing as preferred business ; which is un- 
doubtedly true. But it appeared to us 
that in arguing the commission question 
from the stand that excess commissions 
were paid on preferred business because 
that business was more profitable, he was 
pursuing to some extent a false theory. 
We do not for a moment presume to 
judge what commission preferred or any 


other business should pay, but that a 
different rate should prevail in the vari- 
ous classes it does not seem to us there 
could be any room fordoubt. Insurance 
is like any other mercantile line. There 
is always a larger marginal per cent of 
profit for the retailer than the whole- 
saler, for the reason that more work and 
time are necessary in handling goods in 
retail than in wholesale lots. Special 
hazards and dwellings in insurance seem 
to us to bear a like resemblance to each 
other as do wholesaling and retailing. 
In life insurance the industrial compa- 
nies are obliged to charge more per thou- 
sand than the annual premium compa- 
nies, because there is the extra expense 
of making collections weekly and of 
handling a large number of small poli- 
cies. And this should bea legitimate 
charge in fire as it is in life insurance. 
The larger part of the expense in fire and 
life insurance is the agent’s compensa- 
tion. An agent must. be paid according 
to the time he puts in on the work. No 
one can deny that much more time is 
occupied in securing and taking care of 
$1,000 dwelling than special hazard pre- 
miums. Therefore, without regard to 
profitableness, the commission on pre- 
ferred business should be larger than on 
large premium risks. It may be true 
that the fire insurance businessis in such 
condition that the companies cannot af- 
ford to pay commissions averaging more 
than 15 per cent. If so these commis- 
sions should be graded so as to pay equi- 
tably in proportion to the time taken to 
do the work. In justice to the company 
they should not be obliged to pay as 
much as 15 per cent on ‘wholesale’’ 
business. But it would seem that if 15, 
20 and 25 per cent is too much to pay for 
the three recognized classes of business, 
10, 15 and 20 would be much more just 
to everyone concerned than straight 15 
percent. Mr. Garver, in his paper, ar- 
gues that 10, 15,20 and 25 would be 
about the right compensation, thus mak- 
ing four classes. We have heard it stated 
that no large companies have made per- 
manent successes that have paid more 
than 15 per cent flat, but it would be 
very hard to prove this. The mere fact 
that companies are large and successful, 
in view of present conditions, would seem 
to make it unnecessary for them to pay 
more, hecause their reputation, standing 
and established business enable them to 
hold and get business where smaller com- 
panies cannot. We have no doubt that 


_they were all less independent in their 


earlier days, and possibly paid more than 
15 per centcommission. The fire insur- 
ance system is undergoing a reorganiza- 
tion, and the consideration of a graded 
commission system by the powers that 
be would seem to be appropriate at this 
time. 


THE OHIO FIELD CLUB. 


There is considerable of an impres- 
sion throughout Ohio that the Ohio Field 
Club should resume its monthly meet- 


| 








ings and continue the good work which 
it began so auspiciously. Since spring 
no meetings have been held, but it is 
now generally felt that with the advent 
of cooler weather and the commencement 
of the fall and winter season, the club 
should again get actively down to work. 
The necessity for the organization par- 
ticularly at this time, when so many 
changes are looked for in the near future, 
is evident, and there is really no reason 
why the association should not again be- 
come active. New York, Indiana, Mich- 
igan, in fact all the states but Ohio, have 
active special agents’ organizations 
which are a vast help to the business in 
many ways. Most of the Ohio field men 
are anxious to revive the association, 
and some arrangements should be made 
at once tocalla meeting at an early date. 
The general sentiment is certainly in 
favor of it. 


It will be interesting to most of our 
readers to read the installment of “Fight- 
ing Fire Fifty Years” appearing in this 
issue. Init Mr. J. B. Bennett explains 
the conditions at the time he severed his 
connection with the Aetna about which 
the insurance men of the present day 
have heard so much and know so little. 
These reminiscences all through are ex- 
tremely interesting, and can be read with 
profit by all fire insurance men. 


The New York Underwriters’ Agency 
has changed its policy to conform to the 
requirements of the recent ruling of the 
Massachusetts department, and the new 
form has been approved by Commis- 
sioner Cutting. The Minnesota depart- 
ment has also declared against under- 
writers’ combination policies, as_ will 
probably several other Western states. 
We are informed that the Minnesota stat- 
ute is the sameas that in Massachusetts, 
and that the New York Underwriters’ 
Agency, at least, will make such slight 
changes to conform with this law as it 
has in Massachusetts. 


In connection with the agency appoint- 
ments published in this and last issue, it 
may be well to note that it is possible 
some of the names are those of solicitors 
for the regular agents. We have cut 
out all those known tous, but a few may 
have slipped in unawares. In view of 
the department’s ruling requiring licenses 
from solicitors as well as agents, mistakes 
are liable to be made. 


W. A. Lowell of Chicago, who has 
achieved some fame in a quiet way as a 
vender of policies of fake insurance com- 
panies, is out with the announcement 
of a newcompany, the Illinois Insurance 
Company, of which he is secretary. 
Lowell has been out of the fire business 
for several years, during which time he 
acted as secretary of the Travelers Pre- 
ferred Accident Association, which has 
borne an unsavory reputation. There is 
little doubt his new company is a wild- 
cat. 
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SEEN FROM GHIGAGO. 

It is safe to say that many members 
of the Union, and especially the new- 
comers, are disappointed as to the at- 
titude of outside companies since the 
Saratoga meeting. When severalenon- 
unioners went into the ranks then, 
it was expected that in the course 
of a few days many others would follow 
suit. Only the Delaware and Reliance and 
Connecticut have done so. At the Sara- 
toga meeting the companies represented, 
for the most part, were those who were 
considerably frightened and believed it 


absolutely necessary to enter the Union 
and avert a rate war, and its disastrous 
results which might have ended in the 
closing of some western departments. 
These men were willing to join the 
Union under almost any condition, and 
it was a sharp piece of generalship on 
the part of a coterie of Union members 


and the steering committee of the non- | 


unioners that brought into the fold so 


large an addition without the Union | 


adopting even a single plank in the plat- 


form so ardently advocated. Another | 


element at Saratoga was represented by 
R. J.O. Hunter of Pellet & Hunter. He 
went to Saratoga believing that the non- 
unioners would stand squarely upon 
their platform adopted at Chicago and 
demand at least the main 


this committee had practically committed 
the Union to the adoption of the plat- 
form in toto. At the meeting even the 
non-union steering committee did not 
urge the adoption of its creed. 
never its intention so to do, but on the 
other hand it counseled a vote of ap- 
proval and let the whole matter stand at 
that. The reason assigned was that too 
much should not be attempted at once, 
as it would take the new members some 
time to adjust their machinery to Union 
methods without having to inaugurate 
other radical changes. That was not the 
real reason. It became a question 
whether more outside companies would 
join with the platform adopted or with 
the,Union not committed. The latter 
course then seemed the wisest, as it was 
contended that if certain planks in the 
platform were adopted some non-union 
companies would never enter, so it was 


best to have them come in and gradually | 
influence them to the new ideas advo- | 
This indefinite policy has not set | 


cated. 
well with several outsiders. They do 
not see what was accomplished by the 
action at Saratoga. The governing com- 
mittee, they say, has done nothing, save 
to reduce rates in order to bring them to 
a 15 per cent. commission basis and thus 
try to force them into the Union, and 
until some action is taken to show what 


features | 
adopted before they would seek member- | 
ship. Mr. Hunter had been assured that | 
the governing committee was in sympa- | 
thy with the principles enunciated, and | 


It was | 





| direction the flag will fly, they intend to 

stay outside. 

+4 -+ 

After the Saratoga meeting an army 
of missionaries was sent out to convert 
those outside the fold. It was syste- 
matically done. Each company was as- 
signed to certain Union members who 
were on the most intimate relations with 
its management. In every conceivable 
manner, influence was brought to bear to 
have the companies send in their appli- 
cations. Up to date the results are not 
gratifying, but time may reveal another 
phase. Mr. Devin’s application was a 
surprise, as he had held out emphatically 
for flat 15 per cent. commission in the 
“excepted cities.” He bolted the non- 
union platform on account of its except- 
ing the five cities from the 15 per cent. 
basis. His companies were not repre- 
sented at Saratoga and it was not sup- 
posed he was in sympathy with the 
course of events there. Yet he is the 
first proselyte. The presidents of his 
companies perhaps had much to say. 


+ 


=~ 


President John C. French of the New 
Hampshire was in Chicago last week for 
a few days in conference with President 
Eugene Harbeck and other leading 
Union lights. It is generally conceded 
that Mr. French will enter the Union, 
but he returns to Manchester to lay the 
matter before his board of directors. The 
Girard and Glens Falls have been talk- 
ing strongly of joining and their ap- 
plications are hourly expected. 

General Agent B. W. French, contrary 
to expectations, has withdrawn his re- 
signation from the Union and will re- 
main in the ranks. The ninety days 
had expired after he had given notice, 
but the time was extended ten days. 
He seemed adverse to remaining in 
the Union, but enormous pressure was 
brought to bear on him, and he at last 
yielded. Mr. French has always been 
one of the most faithful members as re- 
gards observing rules. 


ae ss 


CONNECTICUT ENTERS UNION.’ 

President J. D. Browne of the Con- 
ticut, has sent in his application for ad- 
mission to the Union. Considerable 
correspondence has been carried on be- 
tween him and President Harbeck. Mr. 
Browne positively refused to send in his 
name unless he received assurance that 
the governing committee would take up 
the question of abolishing the ‘‘excepted 
cities” at no distant date and push the 
matter vigorously. Mr. Browne believes 
in flat 15 per cent commission in all 
Union territory. It is learned that he 
was given the assurance he required. 
The Connecticut withdrew from the 
Union after the meeting at Louisville in 
1893. Its manager, Abram Williams, 
was chairman of Commission No. 3, and 
his associates were Managers Cunning- 
ham of the Fire Association, French of 





| cutting and rebating. 


the Orient and McDonald of the Conti- 
tinental. Milwaukee was then an “ex- 
cepted city,’’ and there was a movement 
| to put it on a 15 per cent basis. The 
commission was empowered to act by 
a vote through the Bulletin. It was 
agreed to put the city on the same foot- 
ing as other Union territory and arrange- 
ments were made to that effect. Mr. 
Williams’ agent at Milwaukee refused 
to accede, and although he was giving 
the company a fine business, the sup- 
plies were taken up and a new man ap- 
pointed. The unit rule prevailed then 
in the Union, and at Louisville a single 
_ vote kept the organization from indors- 
ing the commissioners’ action. Messrs. 
Williams, McDonald and Cunningham 
at once resigned from the Union, but 
later Mr. Cunningham withdrew his 
resignation. Since that time the Con- 
necticut has held positive opinions on 
the “excepted cities” question. 


++ ++ 


The new companies that have entered 
the Union expected considerable opposi- 


| tion from their local agents owing to new 


commission arrangements. These fears 
were not well founded. But very few 
agents have resigned their connection 
with the companies. Possibly an aver- 
age of eight foreach. A few have ex- 
pressed themselves in strong language 
regarding the new regime and others 
have requested fuller explanation, evi- 
dently not being able to comprehend 
their vernacular. Most have taken the 
medicine and kept silent but have cen- 
sured the McKinley administration for 
diverting prosperity from their path. 


ae ++ 


DETROIT MATTERS SETTLED. 


Detroit came nicely into line when the 
agents had grown sick of so much rate 
The fight was a 

nasty one. With one or two exceptions 
all the agents are in the club and the 
tariff is being maintained. Each com- 
| pany will be limited to four agents in 
the city. The Union contingent tried 
| to force the limit to three but outside 
| pressure was too strong, hence the com- 
| promise. All agents pledged themselves 
to stop rebating. Since the Kalamazoo 
troubles were settled, there has been no 
outbreak in that city. 


=> a 


MR. WASSON’S SUCCESS. 

The Mutual Fire of New York has the 
spirit of consolidation. Its original idea 
was to have several small departments, 
but now it has altered its course. First 
it united the departments of C. B. Shove 
of Minneapolis and Geo. M. Harvey of 
Chicago and put Mr. Harvey in charge. 
Then it consolidated Mr. Harvey’s terri- 
tory with that of A. M. L. Wasson of 
Cincinnati and made Mr. Wasson man- 
ager with headquarters at Chicago. Now 

| F. A. Thompson of Denver has had his 
| mountain department disbanded, and it 
‘has been added to Mr. Wasson’s field. 
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Mr. Wasson since coming here has made 
a good impression. He is quiet and un- 
assuming and does not make any stir in 
his movements but he is effective in his 
actions and sound in his opinions. The 
same can be said of Superintendent of 
Agents Bailey, who is a strong support 
to Mr. Wasson. 

++ + 

A. C. STOCKER’S STATEMENT. 

The companies that have been claim- 
ing that A. C. Stocker & Co., of this 
city, had no authority to quote them to 
property owners as being able to write 
their insurance at less than tariff rates 
has provoked Mr. Stocker to making a 
public statement. He said to your cor- 
respondent: ‘ Perhaps I had no author- 
ity from the managers of these com- 
panies to say that I could place their 
companies in a risk at less than board 
rates, but I can deliver the policies. If 
any one isin doubt as to the truth of 
this statement I can convince him of its 
veracity if he will come to my office. 
You understand I cannot reveal the 
methods I employ in obtaining the same. 
I do not get many policies direct, but I 
figure rather in the background. With 
some union companies I have a secret 
contract and they know it. Then again 
I have contracts with local agents, but 
the other day one agent told me his com- 
pany was discovering his relations with 
me, so he’d have to cease getting me 
policies for awhile. When the assured 
wishes to contract with me to carry his 
line I make him sign a guarantee that he 
will not divulge the names of the com- 
panies. The methods I employ are ex- 
actly those used by Johnson & Higgins, 
of New York.” Mr. Stocker has no 
lines of any consequence in Chicago, but 
he has captured several all over the 
country and your correspondent has 
often been shown policies of leading 
union and board companies that have 
written insurance for him. He has an 
air hole into the office of a large agency 
in this city which writes outside busi- 
ness. 


oe 


CHICAGO LOCAL BOARD. 

President E. M. Teall, of the Chicago 
Underwriters’ Association, is one of the 
cleanest men in local underwriting cir- 
cles, and this agency is one of the strict- 
est in its observance of board rules. Mr, 
Teall is a man of the right kind of metal 
and courage. He is endeavoring to bring 
the law breakers to the judgment bar. 
While many are shrinking against filing 
charges agzeinst offending members, he 
does not hesitate for a moment even 
when his agency is not directly inter- 


ested. There have been many irregu- 
larities on the quiet of late, and it is a 
difficult matter to get convicting evi- 
dence. The assured, if he is receiving 
a rebate, will not become a witness 
against an offending agent, nor will a 
sub-agent or broker become a witness 
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against a principal who has been paying 


them excessive commissions. The sub- 
urban agents have been getting many 
side grafts, and rebating is much in evi- 
dence. Thus agents living strictly up to 


| the rules have been losing business be- 
| cause they were not as “liberal’’ as 


some of their associates. The first pub- 
lic manifestation was when Law Bros., 
of the Royal, threatened to withdraw 
from the board unless violators were 
prosecuted. The Royal maintains a city 
office under Superintendent E. E. Bar- 
nard; and is also represented by Good- 
win, Hall & Henshaw and E. M. Teall & 
Co. The Laws claim that in renewing 
the business on their books which came 
to them from Case & Co., the former 
Cook county managers, they find that 


they cannot hold it unless they violate 
| rules. As they say, the Cases kept many 


risks on their books by decidedly shady 

methods which are coming to light un- 

der the X rays of the Laws’ administra- 

tion. E. B. Case, of the old firm of Case 

& Co., is now Cook county manager of 

the Sun, of London. 
a+ — 

President Teall filed charges against 
the office of Eugene Harbeck, as the 
Phenix of Brooklyn writes local business 
in its general office. He was charged 
with paying commission to a person not 
entitled to receive the same. In the in- 
vestigation it was ascertained that Mr. 
Harbeck had absolutely no knowledge 
of the transaction, so he allowed his $100 
check to go to the association and the 
matter was dropped. President Teall is 
now warring against those western gen- 
eral agents and also the Cook county 
managers with appointing power, who 
are maintaining more than three agents 
in the down-town district and thus vio- 
lating a board rule. His first prey is 
the London Assurance. Charges against 
other companies will be filed as soon as 
sufficient evidence is procured. Among 
the companies likely to be asked to ex- 
plain their local agency arrangements 
are the Phenix of Brooklyn, New Hamp- 
shire, American Central, Glens Falls, 
Agricultural, Royal, Hanover, National 
of Hartford, Scottish Union, North Brit- 
ish, Palatine, Liverpool and London and 
Globe, New York Underwriters, Hart- 
ford, and Union of London. Many of 
these are maintaining so-called “ second 
agencies,’’ but are really accepting down- 
town business from them. 

The committee that is revising the lo- 
cal board rules has a fine plan to punish 
violators. It will recommend that when 
charges are preferred the accused mem- 
ber must put up a check of $250 or more 
as the case warrants. If the member is 
found guilty the member prferring 


charges or the broker furnishing the in- 
formation gets the money, and more than 
that, he can go to the assured interested 
and offer to place his line at a 10 per 
cent less figure than the guilty member 
If it be in form of a rebate it will 
It is also pro- 


did. 
be computed on the rate. 





| rate reduction order. 
| ever received a vote of approval at Sara- 





posed to establish non-intercourse for a 
stated period on a second offense. Some 
think the assured should not be shown 


| any favors, but it is agreed that he is a 


necessary factor in proving guilt and 
must be conciliated. 


++ ++ 

General R. J. Smith of the Traders, 
has been chosen chairman of the govern- 
ing committee. It was understood at 
the time of President Harbeck’s election 
that Gen. Smith was to be his premier. 
It is learned that the more conservative 
element and the new members demanded 
this, although others felt that J. W. G. 
Cofran of the Hartford should be re- 
tained to vindicate his course in being 
the main factor in issuing the famous 
Mr. Cofran how- 


toga, and is understood not to have de- 
sired to be at the head of the committee 
again. 


List of Undergrounders. 


The Michigan insurance commissioner, 
in view of the underground companies 
brought to light by the big Detroit fire, 
publishes a list of the names of such as 
he has been able to secure, as follows: 

The General Fire Ins. Co. of Paris. 

The Atlas Ins Co. of Columbia, S. C. 

Union Mutual Fire Ins. Co. of New Jersey. 

South American Union Underwriters of New 
York. 

New York and Mass. Fire lloyds of New 
York City, Underwriters. 

Atlantic Mutual Fire Ins, Co. of New Jersey, 
Underwriters. 

The American Trust & Ins. Co., Chicago, Ill. 

Mt Vernon Fire Ins. Co. of Alexandria, Va. 

Queen City Fire Ass’n of Buffalo, N. Y. 

Buffalo Mutual Fire Ins. Co. of Buffalo, N. Y. 

Aurora Fire Ins. Co. of Phi'adelphia. 

Long Island Mutual Fire Ins, Co. of New 


| York. 





United Fire Ins. Co. of Providence, R. I. 
Protective Fire Ins. Ass’n of New York. 
Underwriters’ Mutual Lloyds of New York. 
Merchants’ National Ins, Co. of Chicago, Ill. 
Electric City Fire Ins. Co. 

Buffalo & Niagara Fire Ins. Co. 

Knickerbocker Fire J,loyds of New York. 

New York Fire Lloyds. 

The Isthmus Lloyds. 

New Jersey State Fire Association. 

It is understood the policies were 
placed largely by A. T. Wood, an agent 
of Detroit, who has for some time been 
under suspicion as a vender of under- 
ground goods. Wood has been arrested, 
and the insurance commissioner appears 
to have a sure case against him. 


KELLY.—An unusually promising ap- 
pointment has just been made in the se- 
lection of H. A. Kelly to be assistant 
special agent in Ohio of the Scottish 
Union and Lion, with Edmund Gardner 
of Columbus, state agent. Mr. Kelly is 
a brother of John A. Kelly, general agent 
at Hartford of the Scottish and Lion, and 
for some time past has been in charge of 
the down-town office of the big Cleve- 
land agency of O. M. Stafford, Goss & 
Co. As the Stafford agency has the rep- 
utation of being one of the best, if not 
the best, conducted local agency in the 
country, Mr. Kelly’s training has been 
strictly first class. 














~~ 








~ IN OHIO FIRE CIRCLES. 


THE CINCINNATI LOCAL BOARD, 


Cincinnati fire insurance matters are 
gradually coming toa focus. The situa- 
tion, which was outlined in the OHIO 
UNDERWRITER a couple of months ago, 
has caused many members of the board 
to become impatient, and they are de- 
sirous of seeing things settled one way 
oranother. Several meetings have been 
held recently at which ways and means 
for bringing a desirable state of affairs 
about were discussed, and last Thursday 
the whole status was gone over carefully. 
The agents that are doing most of the 
“kicking” are the older and established 
ones who see their business cut up by 
unfair methods. Now that the excess 
commission plan has got full swing 
many evils are arising which the advo- 
cates of the scheme never dreamed of a 
year ago when it was being contemplated. 

The large commissions, on the aver- 
age 25 and 30 but rising to 30 flat and 
even 30 and 35 in cases, is burdened | 
with being the cause of most of the ills 
of the Cincinnati agents. They tend to 
breed rebating, and what is just as bad, 
an increase in the number of solicitors, 
until there are very few of the as-. 
sured who do not have some broken- 
down friend or relative who is trying to 
eke a living, until good times set in, 
out of the insurance business. Even 
three months ago conditions were in so 
excellent a state that a charge of rebating 
brought a prompt trial and just verdict. 
While the same rule is in force now, and | 
while every one is deploring the rebate 
evil, it is significantly true that no one 
has been brought to book on the charge. 
The impression conveyed by this is that 
those who usually guard the board’s 
fences so zealously are in glass houses. 
There may be a few whose hands are 
clean, but they probably feel they would 
have to give up too much time to do 
justice to the occasion. They prefer to 
stand it as long as it is bearable, and if 
their forbearance does no good, teach 
everybody a lesson by throwing things | 
wide open. 

ae ++ 

Some of the leading agents who are 
credited with the best intentions, are 
quoted as saying in Thursday's meeting 
that unless the rebating stopped they 
would make a rate-war the remedy. And 
it will not be a milk-and-water affair— 
that rate-war, when it starts, nor will it 
be prolonged. It will be to the interest 
of the companies who will start it, if it 
is started, to cut deep and get it over as 
soon as possible. Cincinnati is a large 
town but it is interesting and educational 
to contemplate the result of a few days 
contest in Rockford and other Illinois | 
towns during the recent union - non- 
union squabble. 

++ ++ 

Two plans were submitted at Thurs- 

day’s meeting in regard to the discon- ! 


‘agreement to the clause. 
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tinuance of rebating and the enforcement 
of other board regulations. Heretofore 
it is felt the difficulty has largely been in 
binding the agents effectually, as no de- 
posit has been required as a guarantee of 
good faith. The first plan is to incor- 
porate the board and each agent take one 
share at $100, which he agrees may be 
taken as a fine in case he is convicted of 
wrong-doing. This would give the 
board something tangible to levy upon 
in case of trouble. The other is the old 
Sturm plan of requiring a simple deposit 
of $100 by each agent. If neither of 
these go through some of the leading 
agents declare their determination to 
open things up in a way that will sur- 
prise the boys. In regard to the multi- 
ple-solicitor system now in vogue it is 
contemplated that the expected reduction 
in commissions on January Ist will drive 
many out of the business, and then some 
rule limiting the number to be employed 
by each agent may be enacted. The 
present situation in Cincinnati, now 
about to be brought to a head, is no sud- 
den development, but has been gradually 
assuming this phase since the advent of 
unrestricted commissions. Secretary 
Harding started out Friday with the in- 
tention, in the shape of a solemn oath, 
not to give up until he had secured the 
signature of every member of the board, 
either to the incorporation plan, or the 
deposit proposition, the deposit in either 
case of which would be $100 for each 
agent. 
as an 
THE DAYTON BOARD. 

The long tottering board at Dayton 
has at last collapsed, and the office is in 
charge of the janitor. For the past six 
months the situation has been so strained 
and the business so cut up that the board 
has been of practically no use. Nocon- 
trol was exerted over the agents what- 
ever, and it was mere condescension on 
the part of an agent to first notify the 
board office that he was going to cut a 
rate. Usually the rate was cut without 
notifying anybody. 


The salaries of Secretary Charles 
F. Knecht and his assistant, C. V. Lynch, 
were allowed by the trustees up to No- 
vember Ist. This was not satisfactory 
to Mr. Knecht, however, and he refused 
to accept the amount as full satisfaction 
of his claim. He claims that he was 
hired by the year and that the year does 
not expire until January 15th. He de- 
mands his salary at the rate of $1,800a 
year in full up to that time. The board 
has refused to allow this, and Mr. Knecht 
states his intention of bringing suit if 
the allowance is not made. It is under- 
stood that there is a clause in the by- 
laws of the association which provides 
that in case it is disbanded the salaries 
of the employes cease from that time. 
Mr. Knecht, it is said, feels that this has 
nothing to do with him as he was hired 
by the year and he never expressed his 
How the mat- 
ter will be arranged is yet undecided. It 


| 


| 





is understood Mr. Knecht proposes to 
open a local agency in Dayton and also 
do independent adjusting. 


a + 


Now that matters have finally come to 
a head, and the expected has happened, 
there is little doubt that the plan to place 
the Dayton board under the supervision 
of Cochran’s Inspection Bureau of 
Columbus will be carried out. For two 
years or more this idea has been advo- 
cated, although Mr. Cochran has proba- 
bly not been particularly desirous of see- 
ing it acted upon. It is understood a 
committee is now at work on the plan 
and securing signatures. The Dayton 
agents are all heartily tired of the fight 
and are willing to have rates readjusted 
to their proper level. It is said Harry 
Gillespie, representing the German 
American, Springfield, London & Lan- 
cashire and others, and who has been out 
of the board since he started in business 
is willing to come in if the Ohio Inspec- 
tion Bureau takes charge, as also are 
Sidney Eckley, E. H. Coe, and O. 
Camman, other non-board agents. Cap- 
tain John N. Bell is probably the only 
agent who will not join the new agree- 


ment. If the reorganization is effected 
Dayton will probably be rerated by 
schedule. 


++ ed 


FRANKLIN INCREASE OF CAPITAL, 


It is understood that the Franklin of 
Columbus will shortly increase its capi- 
tal from $100,000 to $200,000, and possi- 
bly enter several other states. The Com- 
pany has done a large business in Ohio 
this year and by January Ist it is ex- 
pected will be in a position to enlarge its 
operations. Vice-President and Man- 
ager O'Kane wishes to have $25,000 paid 
in as a surplus, which will make the 
Franklin one of the larger state com- 
panies. 


CHICAGO BROKER’S GAME. 


Large holders of fire policies through 
Ohio have recently been receiving circu- 
lar letters from a brokerage firm of Chi- 
cago, A. C. Stocker & Co., stating that 
in view of certain approaching expira- 
tions, which Stocker & Co. seem to get 
in some mysterious way, they will be 
pleased to rewrite the policies at a cut 
of 25 cents in either the same companies 
or others equally satisfactory. Stocker 
& Co. have also written a number of lo- 
cal agents to make arrangements for 
placing such business on brokerage com- 
missions. ‘The plan seems to be to hold 
out companies like the Royal, Liverpool 
& London & Globe, and North British 
& Mercantile as a bait, and at the last 
moment slip in usually unauthorized 
companies. It is very seldom local 
agents care to see busiuess go out of 
.their own town and then sent back again 
to them with the better part of the com- 
mission deducted. At the instigation of 
a certain local agent, a manufacturer 
who had received one of the letters wrote 
Stocker & Co. for the list of companies 
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in which they were prepared to insure 
his plant. Under a pledge of confidence 
the list was sent, and the gentleman, 


while keeping his pledge. stated to the | 


agent that only about two out of a dozen 
were shown up in the Sfectator chart, 
and although of considerable experience 
in insurance, he had never before heard 
the names of any of them. The only 


| 


good companies is to induce the local | 
agents to write them, and there are very | 


few agents foolish enough for that. 
ao ae 


A little incident came to light in | 


Cleveland recently which shows what 
the so-called non-boarders do not know 
about the proper rates. A gentleman 
who had considerable insurance was vis- 
ited by an agent of some non-board com- 
pany who, explaining that he was nota 
member of the “‘ Trust,” said he could 
write his insurance at a lower rate than 
that asked by board companies. The gen- 


tleman became interested and asked for | 


a rate on a certain property. The agent 
hesitated and finally said he could make 
no rate without an inspection. 
was thereupon inspected by both parties. 
The agent still hesitated about naming a 
rate, but upon being pressed stated he 
thought he might be able to write the 
risk at $1.25. The gentleman told him 
that the board rate at present being but 
30 cents he did not think he could give 
him any insurance. Explanations fol- 
lowed and a request was made that noth- 
ing be said about it, but as is usual in 
such cases the matter did leak out. 
as 7 


N. B. Jones, special agent of the 


American of Philadelphia, was in Cin- | 


The risk | 


cinnatithe other day, and was approached | 


by the OHIO UNDERWRITER as to what 


his company would do in the event of | 


the Union companies declaring ‘ com- 
petition” on it. He did not seem to ap- 
preciate the danger of this to any extent, 
but thought if it came about he would 
send for a lot of American flags, rally his 
agents, and with a flag floating over the 
entrance of each of his agents’ offices, 
and embellished with a few streamers, 
such as ‘‘ America for Americans,”’ “ Lib- 
erty or Death,” etc., prepare to fight for 
home, fireside and country in the most 
approved fashion. N. B. is one of the 
most amiable and good-hearted specials 
in our field, and it requires quite a stretch 
of the imagination to think of him “ lay- 
ing himself out”’ in such a manner. 


O. M. Parker & Son, of Jefferson, 
Ohio, have been appointed agents for the 
Glen’s Falls. 


It is understood that Mr. James P. 
Edmonds, late assistant special agent 
for Ohio and Michigan of the American 
of Philadelphia, at Lansing, Mich., who 
has now been given charge of Ohio ex- 
clusive of the five large cities, will move 
to Columbus, Springfield or Dayton, 
January Ist. 
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MONETT WILL TAKE A HAND. 


Will Not Allow Enforced Separation in 
Agencies of Union and Non-Union 
Companies. 





rates fixed on the six establishments of 


| the American Cereal company were by 


If the proposed program of the union | 


companies to declare separation in 
agencies between union and non-union 
companies after January Ist next is fol- 


l€ only | lowed, it is extremely probable a distinct 
way Stocker & Co. can get policies in | 


snag will be run against in the person of 
Attorney General Monett. The OHIO 
UNDERWRITER has it on good authority 
that Mr. Monett in talking about the 
matter the other day to a certain local 


them thought to be too high, and, after 
correspondence and investigation, a con- 
cession was made tothem. In 1895, al- 
though no change had been made in the 
plants, they again requested a further 
concession. This year, emboldened by 
the factional fights among the companies 
here and there in Ohio, the Cereal com- 
pany no longer asks for concessions, but, 
as evidenced by the following letter re- 


| ceived at all the local agencies in Akron, 


agent in the state, stated his intention in | 


case anything of the kind is attempted, 
to go after the companies again on the 
plea of their maintaining a trust. It is 
said he holds that in thus destroying 
competition the union companies would 
be performing one of the functions of a 
trust, and that he would then be obliged 
to take a hand in the fight. 

The plan which it is understood is the 
one referred to in Mr. Monett’s conversa- 
tion is what is often called the freezing- 
out process. An agency on which the 
operation is to be tried represents both 
union and non-union companies. The 
morning of ¢he day he is surprised on 
going to his office to find waiting for him 
one or two of his specials—of union 
companies. He has just made his remit- 
tances, his business has been good, and 
altogether he can hardly understand what 
they are there for. However, they sit 
around, chatting pleasantly, probably 
infer they are out inspecting, and gener- 
ally make themselves comfortable. A 
little later another man drops in, with 
no particular change in the program. 
Soon another, then another, until per- 
haps all the union companies are repre- 
sented by their respective special agents. 
Then the spokesman gently breaks the 
news—either the agent must fire out his 
non-union companies or they will take 
up their supplies in a bunch. Usually 
the agent is acquiescent, and peace and 
good will once more reign. But if he is 
obdurate, and allow the supplies to be 
taken away, it is only the beginning of 
the fun. The first thing done is to ap- 
point an opposition agent and give him 
a list of the expirations, with instruc- 
tions to “hold at any cost.” The new 
agent is then given authority to take up 
the policies of the non-board agency 
wherever he finds them and replace “at 
any rate” in the board companies. This 
generally results ‘‘in a hot time in the 
old town’’ equal to the best. Happily 
this outline is followed only in extreme 
cases, and has not been done to any ex- 
tent in recent years anywhere. It is not 
believed that any serious attempts of the 
kind will ever be made in Ohio, not- 
withstanding the declarations of the fire- 
eaters, who would take delight in en- 
forcing such a process. 


An Akron Firm’s Nerve. 


In 1894, when Akron was visited by 
the representation of L. B. C. No. 1, the 


"| $500; 





are making their own rates: 

[copy.] 

CHICAGO, Oct. 7th, 1897. 

Gentlemen :—You no doubt remember that 

in placing our insurance last December we 
stated we would pay the rates then promulgated 
on the various plants for one year. The expira- 
tion of that time is now approaching, and in 
order that the Akron agents may have ample 
time to communicate with their companies, we 
would sav that for the coming year we will pay 
the following rates on our agama plants: 


Cereal milland ‘iio —~ per cent. 
Stone mill ....... ; 210 per cent. 
oe re 2 per cent. 


Empire mill..... ..... ; 
German ner ied 1,50 per cent. 
Elevators “A’’ & “C”’ 1.50 per cent. 


As <a rel we shall eeutties only stock 
insurance. You will please advise us on or be- 
fore November 10th the names or companies 
and amounts they will carry at above rates. 

Awaiting your favors, we are yours truly, 

THE AMERICAN CEREAL CoO.. 
O. B. HOLLOWAY. 

It remains to be seen what success 
will be acheived by Mr. Holloway in his 
new move; but the OHIO UNDERWRITER 
feels safe in predicting that, keen as the 
competition may be for business, no first- 
class company is yet prepared to submit 
to such arrogant and baseless dictation. 

These risks, which consist of oatmeal 
and hominy mills and two elevators, are 
none of them what may be classed as 
desirable business, and it is notorious 
among all well-posted field men that if a 
fire should once get well started in their 
main establishment the fire protective 
appliances of Akron would be utterly in- 
adequate to cope with it. 


1.75 per cent. 





Linwood Furniture Loss. 


The fire Tuesday night by which the 
Linwood Furniture Company’s ware- 
house was burned, caused a loss to the 
companies of $13,600. The whole plant 
of the company was written under gen- 
eral form by the following companies, 
the amount of the policies of which are 
also given: 

Royal $3,750; 


Security $1,250; Phoenix, 
Conn., $1,000; 


Aetna $2,500; Phoenix, Eng., 
United Firemens $500; Man. & Mer., 
Pa., $750; Lion $750; National, Conn., $1,500; 
Saginaw Valley $1,000; L. & L. & G. $2,250; 
German, IIl., $1,000; Grand Rapids $500; 
American Central $1,500; Queen $1,250; 
Hanover $750; Orient $750; Mechanics $1,250; 


Manchester $500; Phenix, N. Y., $750; Eng- 
lish-Amer. Und. $1,250; Rockford $750; Lon. 
& Lan. $2,250; Citizens, Mo., $1,000; West- 


chester $1,000; Home $1,000. Total $31,000, 
Loss 43.8 per cent. There was no loss on 
anything but the warehouse, and that was 
totally destroyed. The fact that the ware- 


house was cased with corrugated iron con- 
fined the flames and saved 
property. 


surrounding 




















AETNA TAX CASES. 


Final Disposal of Charges Filed With Ohio 
and Tennessee Departments by 
Ex-Employes. 


The investigations by the Ohio and 
Tennessee insurance departments in the 
affairs of the Cincinnati branch of the 
Aetna Insurance company have been 
completed and the whole matter is now 
permanently closed. Through the work 
of the instigators of the investigations, 
who were discharged employes and actu- 
ated throughout by spite and a desire for 
revenge for fancied ill-treatment at the 
hands of former General Agent Bennett, 
the importance of the cases has been 
greatly exaggerated, largely, it may be 
said, with the assistance of the sensation- 
loving daily press of Cincinnati. At the 
most, the points involved were largely 
merely those of a difference of opinion 
as to the proper construction of the law 
between the late general agent and the 
insurance departments. In the course 
of the investigation, however, some mat- 


ters came up which caused the depart- 
ments to take action. The sensational 


articles appearing in the daily papers | 


were generally unwarranted, and tended 
to do the Aetna an injustice. 

The Ohio department’s examination 
entirely disproved the charge that any 
premiums had been unreported. In fact 
the company really paid taxes twice on 
certain premiums which had been re- 
ported to the state, but through an over- 
sight had not been reported to the Ham- 
ilton county auditor. The law of Ohio 
requires companies to first report the 
premiums received in each county to the 
auditor and pay the local tax to him, 
then remit the balance to the insurance 
department. The Aetna paid the entire 
tax to the state, and was then obliged to 
pay the county’s tax over again. There 
was nothing to be gained by not report- 
ing to the county auditor, and it was 
merely an oversight of the clerical de- 
partment. In the matter of the agency 
licenses, however, it was tound that under 
the department’s construction of the law 
the company was liable for a number of 
licenses which had not been procured 
where they should have been. The Aetna 
has a system of surveying agencies which 
accept applications for insurance, but do 
not write the policies. They are in the 
nature of solicitors for the department, 
and the policies are issued directly from 
the general agent’s office. These sur- 
veying agents are usually in very small 
towns, and it frequently happens that 
they never secure a single risk. The de- 
partment’s plan was to appoint these 
and wait until the first policy was se- 
cured before taking out the license. 
the several years covered by the exam- 
ination there were appointed 737 agents 

_for whom no licenses were taken out. 


. At $2 each, this made the total amount ' 


- 


In | 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 


| paid the Ohio department, exclusive of 

expenses, $1,474. The bill was for $1,475, 
| which included this amount and $1 for 
copy of examination. 

The Ohio department has been un- 
justly criticised for its course in the mat- 
ter, which has been most just and rea- 
sonable throughout, and the Aetna peo- 
ple have nothing but kind words for its 
treatment of them. Various insinuations 
have been made, and the Weekly Under- 
writer is quoted as saying that the com- 
pany paid an outrageous price for the 
examination. 

The facts are the Aetna general agents 
have no complaint to make and feel that 
the charges are reasonable. In regard 
to the Weekly Underwriter's charge of 
an “outrageous price,” the OHIo UNDER- 
WRITER has learned the exact figures, 
which show that the charge for the en- 
tire work was $675.03. 

The Tennessee department, as a result 
of its examination, rendered a bill for 
$4,637.86, which has been paid and which 
included all the cost and expense of the 
investigation. 

The amount included for unreported 
premiums were those written direct from 
Cincinnati for the sub-agents. While 
the statement in the Cincinnati Commer- 
cial that there was a possibility of the 
fines reaching $10,000 was pure fiction, 
it is true that the department contem- 
plated imposing a penalty of $1,000. 
This was not enforced, however, as the 
commissioner decided that this was an 
exceptional case, inasmuch as the com- 
pany nor any one now connected with it 
had anything to do with the matter, and 
that it was evident there was no inten- 
tion of evading the law in the first place. 
In sending the receipt for the remittance 
to Keeler & Gallagher, general agents, 
Commissioner Craig complimented the 
company in the following: 

In closing this matter permit me to say, 
this department has always had the highest 
possible regard for the Aetna Insurance 
Company, and our feelings along this line 
are in no way changed. Hoping that the 
company may havea prosperous future and 
that the general agents may share in this 
prosperity, I am, ete. 


Cleveland Board Matters. 

CLEVELAND, October 27.—The Board 
at its regular semi-monthly meeting held 
yesterday, suspended Messrs. J. L. Rice 
& Co. from membership. This was done 
on account of the many charges which 
have been made that this firm has in no 
way adhered to either rates or board 
rules. AJl charges brought were sus- 
tained by the evidence. The severity of 
the punishment is due to the fact that 
the agency has stated it will pay no 
fines nor pay any attention to the ac- 
tions taken by the board. The fines 
which it refuses to pay amount in all to 
about seventy dollars. 

The committee which was appointed 
to solve the problem of regulating the 
evil of paying commissions to the build- 
ing and loan, bank and real estate men, 
made its report, which contemplates 








making three classes of solicitors. This 
did not seem to find favor and was put 
on the table and a new committee ap- 
pointed. The evil has of late become so 
great, that it a difficult matter to 
handle, and it is exceedingly doubtful if 
the new committee will be able to do 
any more than the old committee did. 
Will Decide To-Day. 

A meeting of the members of the Cin- 
cinnati local board will be held to-day to 
decide whether either of the plans to 
incorporate the board, or have each 
agent deposit $100, will be adopted. It 
is understood that Secretary Harding 
has secured the signatures of all but 
three of the agents to either one or both 
the agreements. Two of these agents 
are J. M. Sears and E. E. Townley. 
One agent remarked that the signatures 
of some agents appeared who could not 
raise a hundred dollarsin as many years, 
but that is probably a question which 
will be given attention in due time. 
Mr. Harding is emphatic in his argu- 
ment that if some arrangement of the 
kind is not made, a rate war is inevi- 
table. 


is 


APPOINTIIENTS. 


NEW 





Complete List of New Agencies Placed in 
Ohio in the Last Two Weeks. 


Following are the fire insurance agency 
appointments that have been made in 
Ohio in the last two weeks: 

AE tna— Edward Scott, Quaker City; J. B. Tay- 
lor, Hanoverton. 

Buffalo Commercial — Alois 
field. 

Firemans Fund—Allen & Allen, Washington 
C. H.; Lee & Parsons, Painesville; Graham & 
Baum, Akron; E. E. Whiteside, Mt. Vernon. 

Greenwich—-C. D. Mason, Ashland; W. C. 
Lawrence, Van Wert. 

German Alliance—King & Plank, Mansfield; 
Clyde Williams, Alliance. 


Kessler, Mans- 


German American—Kaneen & Hageman, 
Lorain, 

Germania—C. S. Thomas, Wilmington. 

Hartford—A. A. Bowers, New Philadelphia; 


Wickham & McElfresh, Caldwell; M. V. Whit- 


| acre, Blanchester; J. A. Baldwin, Cincinnati. 


| Uhrichville. 


State of N. Y.—G. W. Pohlman, Cincinnati. 
State of Pa.—Paul R. Spencer, Sandusky. 

North America—C. F. Maguire, New Carlisle. 
London & Lancashire — Chas. Stratton, 


Lancashire—Tolon & Eaton, Bluffton. 

Mercantile—Jones & Bierce, Cleveland. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—Samuel Horner, Flat 
Rock. 


English-Amer. Und.—King & Plank, Mans- 


field. 

Phoenix, Conn.—H. W. Meeker, Franklin; 
J. R. Anderson, Loveland. ‘ 

Palatine—E. C. Lyon, E. Palestine, 


Phenix—D. R. King, Collinwood. 
Pennsylvania—Smith & Downing, London. 
Royal Exchange—H. F. Spencer, Sandusky. 
Royal—Wm. McComb, Jr., Lima. 

Teutonia, La.—Paul R. Spencer, Sandusky. 
Union, Pa.—A. S. Longenbaugh, Ashville. 
Western, Ont.—M. J. Durey & Son, Geneva. 


The report of the New York insur- 
ance department on the examination of 
Jameson & Frelinghuysen’s companies, 
the Globe, State of New York and Broad- 
way, is completed and will be made pub- 

' lic to-day. 














10 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 








LIFE INSURANCE NEWS. 


PROVIDENT SAVINGS REPORT. 
It Will Show the Company to 
Excellent Condition. 


The Provident Savings examination is 
completed, and would have been out ere 


be in an 


this had it not been for a temporary de- | 


lay in appraising real estate property, | 


located in Charleston, S. C., Texas, and 
other parts of the south. It is authori- 
tively stated, however, that there is 
nothing in the report to cause a moment’s 
disappointment to any one who is inter- 
ested in the company’s good name and 
welfare. President Scott is determined 
that every vestige of dead wood, if there 
be any, shall be removed, and the exam- 
ination will show the company just as it 
is after being submitted to the highest 
test. The company is gradually but 
surely surmounting the drawbacks which 
confronted it when President Scott first 
took hold. When Mr. Scott took charge 
most of the company’s business was of 


the term class, the premium on which is | 


so small as to allow but a very narrow 
margin. 


The company for the past two | 


years has shown a continued decrease in | 
surplus, which, when the facts are not 


understood, would seem to indicate that 
it was on the down grade. Previous to 


1893 the company issued a pure natural | 


premium policy, by which the premiums 
increased each year with the age of the 
assured. In 1893 a special twenty-year 
term policy was gotten up, which it 
used in transferring these policy-holders 


to a level premium plan. To-day ninety- | 


five per cent. of these natural premium | 


policies have been rewritten on the term 
plan, which has necessitated the putting 
aside of a much larger reserve. There 
is of course, practically no reserve on 
an annual “step-rate’’ policy. Besides 
this, the rate on the term policy was so 
low the margin was barely enough to 
pay taxes and incidental necessary ex- 
penses. The Provident Savings surplus, 
largely created from the margin on the 
natural premium policies, has been used 
to place these same policies on a perma- 
nent basis. Thus the company, which 
would naturally increase its surplus each 
year, has shown an apparent falling off. 
As these policies are all now readjusted, 
the company will go on increasing its 
surplus as it did before the transfers were 
begun. The term policy referred to is 
of course not now issued by the company, 





as it was specially gotten up for the pur- | 


poses of transfer. The examination shows 
the officers and the public just where the 
company stands, and it is pleasing to 
note, as indicative of what may be ex- 
pected in the future, that the present 
year, in the face of the radical reorganiza- 
tion, will prove to be one of the greatest 
progress in the company’s history. 


George M. Pullman carried $100,000 


life insurance, $80,000 of which was in 


the Equitable. 


Jackson 





OHIO LIFE PREMIUMS. 


Compiled by Counties. from the Tax Re- 
turns made to the Coanty Auditors. 


NOTE.—THE OHIO UNDERWRITER has arranged to 
compile this information for all the counties in Ohio, 
and will publish from issue to issue, as fast as received, 
until the entire state has been covered. It is suggested 
that those interested in these returns preserve the files, 
as no extra copies will be kept on hand to fill back 
orders. The leading towns of each county are specified. 





Brown County. 


Georgetown, Ripley—Mutual Benefit 11,503; 
New York 3,016; Penn 1,918; National 1,885; 
Manhattan 1,844; Mutual, N. Y. 1,712; Phoenix 
896; Michigan 247; 2Ztna 199; Equitable, N. Y. 
120; United States 108; Home 81; Northwest- 
ern 54. 


Butler County. 


Hamiltcn, Middletown New York 13,122; 
JEina 11,601; Mutual, N. Y. 6,070; Mutual 
Benefit 5,498; Penn 3,329; Prov. L. & T. 1,626: 
N. W. Mutual 1,491; Home 1,434; Washington 
984; Conn. Mutual 944; National 716; Phoenix 
492; State 375; Union Mutual 305; Mass. Mut. 
109; Michigan 84; Manhattan 55; United 
States 46. 

industrial — Metropolitan 
30,304. 

Casualty—AEtna (Acci.) 549; Preferred 555; 
Emp. Liability 120; Amer. Credit Indem. 
1,640. 


8,196; Prudential 


Clark County. 


Spring field—Mutual, N. Y..17,992; Penn 6,739; 
Metropolitan 6,022; Conn. Mut. 5,655; Pruden- 
tial 5,081; Northwestern 3,570; Equitable 
3,386; National 3,232; Prov. L. & T. 1,652; 
Etna 1,262; Mutual Benefit 1,104; Manhattan 
723; Phoenix 770; Michigan 671; Home 348; 
Amer. Union 196; Prov. Savings 156; Pacific 
132; Germania 108; Washington 67; United 
States 66, 

N. Y. Life and Mass. Mut. not secured. 

Casualty— tna (Acci.) 164; Employers Lia. 455. 


Crawford County. 


Bucyrus, Galion—New York 4,025; Equitable 
3.757; Mutual, N. Y. 3,638; Michigan Mutual, 
3,552; N. W. Mutual 2.963; Mutual Benefit 
2,340; Prudential 1,447; National 1,429; Home 
1,155; Conn. Mutual 700; Penn 546; Pacific 
Mutual 523; Phoenix Mutual 246; Manhattan 
189; Washington 64; Union Mutual 56; Aitna 
44; American Union 28; United States 16. 





Gallia County. 


Gallipolis—Mutual, N. Y. 5,230; Penn 3.096; 
Phoenix 1,812; Equitable 1,499; Travelers 
1,433; New York 972; Northwestern 829; 
Conn. Mut. 460; Mutual Benefit 352; Home 
279; Manhattan 137; New England 106; Provi- 
dent L. & T. 46. 


Greene County. 


Xenia—Penn Mutual 10,692; Mutual Benefit 
6,771; Equitable 3,404; Northwestern 2 986; 
Mutual, N. Y. 2,570; John Hancock 2,412; 
Metropolitan 1,055; Connecticut 788; Aitna 
543; Union Mutual 309; Mi higan Mutual 281; 
National, Vt. 203; Washington 184; Home, N. 
Y. 162; Prov. L. & T. 150; *Manhattan 58; 
Phoenix 37. 

*Net premiums. 


Jackson County. 


Mutual Benefit 5,206; Northwestern 
4,647; Mutual, N. Y. 4,374; Mi higan Mutual 
4,109; New York 3,831; Equitable 1,450; Phoe- 
nix 253; 42tna 187; Manhattan 143; Homie, N. 
Y. 80; Fidelity & Casualty 24. 


*Lawrence County. 


Tronton—Mutual, N. Y. 15,658; Northwestern 
8,270; New York 3,191; Equitable, N. Y. 2,275; 
Travelers 1,023; Manhattan 750; Penn 665; 
4Etna 484; National 148; Phcenix 140; New 
England 138; United States 108; Home 100; 
Michigan ‘0; Connecticut 31; Washington 30. 


| Casualty—ZEtna (Acci.) 


237; 


Standard 2,150; 
Employers Lia. 146. 
*Net premiums. 


Medina County. 


Medina—Northwes ern 2,995; Mutual, N. Y. 
2,991; Union Mutual 1,767; New York 1,173; 
AR tua 988; Equitable 855; Metropolitan 725; 
National 480; Mass. Mutual 401; Mutual Ben- 
efit 392; Manhattan 336; United States 271; 
Washington 116; Connecticut 103; Michigan 
90; Pacific 57; New England 46; State Mutual 
29. 


Employers Liability 123. 
Meigs County. 


Pomeroy—Michigan 4,796; Mutual, N. Y. 4,524; 
Mutual Benefit 3,408; New Yerk 2,156; Union 
Mutual 490; Northwestern 458; Germania 375; 
Connecticut 327; Equitable 188; Aitna 176; 
Phcenix 120; Pacific 116; United States S80; 
Prov. L. & T. 26; Home 20. 

Casually—ARtna (Acc.) 16; 


Standard 1,014. 


Morgan County. 


Mc Connellsville—Manhattan 1,558; Mutual, N. 
Y. 868; Equitable, N. Y. 802; Mutual Benefit 
794; New York 751; Northwestern 707; Union 
Mutual 442; Provident L. & T. 394; National, 
Vt. 264; Home 161; State Mutual 82; Michi- 
gan 53. Total $5,480. 


Pike County. 


Waverly—Home 1,348; Northwestern 995; Mu- 
tual, N. Y. 555; Phoenix 350; Mutual Benefit 
339; Prudential *361; Equitable, N. Y. 64; 
Connecticut 39; New York 7%; “Manhattan 9. 

Net. 


Ross County. 


Chillicothe—Mutual, N. Y. 24,709; Penn 
Mutual Benefit 5,437; Equitable 5,259; 
Hancock 5,054; Prudential 4,639; New York 
3,449; Connecticut 2,983; Metropolitan 2,657; 
Northwestern 2,476; Germania 2,155; Aitna 
1,149; “Manhattan 1,021; Phoenix 969; Wash- 
ington 486; Michigan 467; Home 287; New 
England 285; *United States 142; Prov. L. & 
T. 127; Union Mutual 22. 


8,388; 


John 


| Preferred Accident 1,029. 
| *Net. 


Scioto County. 


Portsmouth—Mutual, N. Y. 12,960; Northwest- 
ern 10,489; Connecticut 6,567; New York 5,644; 
Mutual Benefit 5,169; Penn 3,427; National 
3,343; AEtna 2,586; Equitable 2,253; Pruden- 
tial 2,149; Metropolitan 1,953; Phoenix 990; 
Home 929; Germania 762; New England 660; 
Union Mutual 363; New England 224; Pacific 
153; Prov. L. & T. 101; Michigan 100; Wash- 
ington 88, 


State Mutual at Cleveland. 


As stated in the last issue would prob- 
ably be the case, Mr. Hubert H. Ward, 


| formerly junior member of the firm of 


Frank L. Ford & Co., general agents of 
the State Mutual at Cleveland, has been 
chosen by the company to be sole gen- 
eral agent. Mr. Ward isa talented life 
insurance man, and stands well in Cleve- 
land. Mr. Ward has appointed as super- 


| visor of agents in the field Mr. W. G. 
| De Vol, formerly connected with the 


| agency appointments that 


| 


Ohio agency of the National Life of 
Vermont. 


Ohio Life Appointments. 


The following are the life insurance 
have been 


made in Ohio during the past two weeks: 
Aetna—Reed & Smith, Kent; A. 

| wander, Malinta. 

Bankers Alliance—Wm. H. Stover, Youngs- 


E. Nies- 
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town; Wm. C. Martin, Zanesville; Fred F. | 


Conaway, Zanesville. 

Bankers & Merchants—Chas. P. Crowe, War 
ren. 

Canada—Albert R. Guthridge, Columbus; 
Mark Davis, Cleveland. 

Chicago Guaranty—Cary Anderson, Addy- 
ston; Geo. Spreadbury, Cincinnati. 

Covenant Mutual—Frank Una, Cleveland. 

Empire, N. Y..-Ephraim Miles, Zanesville. 

Equitable, N. Y.—Chas. B. Conover, Frank- 
lin; N. M. Kinsey, Farmersville; I,. Ll. Lehman, 
Versailles; A. W. Mumper, New Moorefield; 
A. G. Settlage, New Bremen; Harley Lackey, 
Columbus; Sullivan, Young & Co., Lima; A. 
A. Hammett, Cleveland; Geo. Janowitz, Cleve- 
land; A. J. Crouse, Cleveland; C. C. Selfridge, 
Cleveland. 

Fidelity Mutual—Chas. C. McClinton, Co- 
lumbus; Clen. C. Grover, Baltimore. 

John Hancock—Davis & Davis, Kent; Cole & 
Maiden, Marietta; Henry Gorseline, Columbus. 

Michigan Mutual—Edmund Grothaus, New 


Bremen; B. J. Ratterman, Lorain; W.D. Hol- 


den, Cincinnati. 

Mutual Benefit—E. C. Waters, Delaware. 

Manhattan—Jas. B. Carlisle, Harriet; Wm. F. 
Lindsey, Portersvill-; Samuel EK. Hanna, New 
Holland; Wm. K. Ruble, Martinsville. 

Mutual Reserve—B. H. Payne, Columbus 

Mutual, N. Y.—Miss Louise Dittenhauer, To- 
ledo; John Romick, Creston; Frank A. Stitson, 
Toledo; A. D. Blaugh, Wadsworth; E. R. 
Thomas, Elgin. 

National, Vt. Geo. A. Gescheider, Steuben- 
ville; Jos ph A. Burns Steubenville. 

Northwestern Mutual—Jacob M. Neal, West 
Jeffer-on; T. T. Henron, Columbus; E. H. 
White, Circleville; Wm. H. Weir, Springfield; 
L. V. Williams, Ripley, N. N. Potts, Ripley. 

New York—Sam Witowsky, Cleveland; J. R. 


Hexter, Cleveland; J. J. Esch, Sandusky; Jas. | 


Foley, Toledo; H. S. Ailes, Sidney; F. Humis- 
ten, Sulphur Springs; O.V.Wood, Fostoria; A. 
C. Boyd, Mendon; Thos. E. Parks, Grover Hill. 
Provident L. & T.—Albert E. Hutchins, Cin- 
cinnati; E. F. Holloway, Flushing. 
Phoenix Mutual—Homer Lokey, Ripley. 
State Mutual—W. G. DeVol, Cleveland; 
W. Parsons, Cleveland. 





A. 


Union Mutual—Tolbert E. Bolick, Copley; | 


Miss Flora R. Henrich, Massillon; 
telberger. Akron. 

U. S. Life—D. B. Clayton, Painesville; R. B. 
Shepherd, Hiram. 


W. C. Kit- | 


Vermont—Chas. J. Kirschner, Toledo; Geo. 


J. Wideman, Toledo. 

Western Mutual—Harry Leon, Marysville; 
F. Van Haun, West Liberty; A. B. Holson, 
Marietta; Edwin H. Gardiner, Paulding; Wil- 
lis F. Twyman, New Vienna, 


Good Words for the lowa Life. 


The Iowa department has the fol- | 


lowing to say regarding its report on 
the examination of the Iowa Life, the 
figures of which were given in our last 
issue: 

I am in receipt of the report of the exam- 
ination of the Iowa Life Insurance Com- 
pany, made under the direction of this de- 
partment by Mr. Stewart Goodrell, examiner 
for the lowa Department as of May 31, 1897 
From the report I find that the annual state- 
ment of the Iowa Life Insurance Company 
rendered to this department at the close of 
business on December 31, 1896, was verified. 
The report also shows the receipts and dis- 
bursements of the company up to and in- 
cluding May 31, 1897. 

Iam pleased to note that the company is 
doing a prosperous business; that it has 
been prompt in its adjustment of losses; 


that the loans on bonds and mortgages in- 
cluded in the assets are well secured by 
real estate, as provided by the laws of the 








state of lowa, averaging over 7 per cent. in- 
terest; that the loans on collaterals and stocks 
included in the assets are of the average 
class of investments made by life insurance 
companies ; and that the management of the 
affairs of the company is honestly and con- 
scientiously conducted. The report further 
shows that the company is thoroughly sol- 
vent. 

Iam advised that some recommendations 
have been made with reference to making 
some changes in both your systems of book- 
keeping and your agency contracts, and that 
assurances have been given that such 
recommendations will be complied with on 
your part as closely as practicable. It 
should be gratifying to the management, 
the stockholders and the policy-holders of 
the company that, notwithstanding the panic 
of 1893, and the depression of business fol- 
lowing thereafter, making the burdens ex- 
cessive, it has been able to hold and build 
up its business in the face of conditions that 
other lines of business have sunk under 


Metropolitan Men Banquet. 


The superintendents, assistants and 
agents of quite a number of the Ohio 
districts of the Metropolitan met at 
Columbus, Oct. 21st, and participated in 
a banquet at the Great Southern in honor 
of the following gentlemen present from 
the home office: George H. Gaston, 
second vice president; Thomas H. Wil- 
lard, medical examiner; Isaac J. Cahen, 
manager ordinary department; E. J, 
Thomas, manager of agencies; Frank O. 
Ayres, manager intermediate branch; 
Geo. A. Weigel, superintendent of agen- 
cies East and South; EF. Buchanan, 
purchasing agent, and Chas. A. Logan, 
superintendent of agencies ordinary de- 
partment. A splendid time was enjoyed 
and much enthusiasm displayed by the 
field men at having so distinguished 
visitors to the Buckeye State. 


Ohio Casualty Appointments. 


Following are the casualty and mis- 
cellaneous agency appointments made 
in Ohio since the last issue of THE OHIO 
UNDERWRITER: 


Central Acci. Holton & Clark, Toledo; Bent- 
ley & Evarts, Hudson; J. W. Forbes, Bedford; 
Henry O'Kane, Columbus; M. A. Goldsmith, 
Cincinnati; P. M. Sneckenberger. Tiffin; E. J. 
Bundenthal, Dayton; Samuel W. Margerum, 
Middletown. 

Commercial Mutual Acc.—Thos. J. Tingle, 
Cincinnati; Elmer M. Hill, Middletown; Thos. 
M. Harris, Cincinnati. 

Fidelity & Deposit—Nearing & Painter, 
Bowling Green; Scott & Schrider. Bryan; Hunt 
& De Rau, Fremont; R. W. Wallace & Co., 
Lima; S. C. Kingman, Mt. Gilead; Wm. Gordon, 
Port Clinton; Carey & Parker, Upper San- 
dusky. 

Interstate—Graham & Baum, Akron. 

Nat’l Surety— Patrick H. Boynton, Elyria. 

Standard—Geo. W. Grffin, Fayette; Cyrus 
Hodson, Piqua; H. J. Favorite, Tippecanoe City; 
Edw. Farrington, Tiffin; W. J. Walsh, Mt. Ver- 
non; J. F. Yarock, Elyria. 

Union Cas.—J. W. Lawhead, Dayton; David 
Rankin, Bellaire. 


The New England Burglary stock- 
holders have voted to pay in $50,000, 
which will give the company a small 
surplus. 


| 


ae 


NATIONAL SUPERVISION. 


E P. Marshall, the distinguished sec- 
retary and actuary of the Union Central 
Life, read a paper at the recent meeting 
of the Actuarial Society of America on 
“The Tendency to National Super- 
vision,” which seemed to touch the right 
point, and deal with the subject in a 
natural and moderate manner. That the 
insurance companies and agents gener- 
ally are in favor of its establishment 
there can be nodoubt. The thing to do 
is to get Congress and the President to 
look at the matter in the same light. It 
is a fact that the sentiment in regard to 
national supervision has undergone a 
vast change in the past year or two. 
The course pursued by such commis- 
sioners as McNall, Clunie and others has 
done much to set the tide in its favor. 
Mr. Marshall truly says: 

A few years ago it was rare to meet an in- 
surance official or manager who would care 
even to seriously discuss the question. Upon 
being pressed for an opinion, he might re- 
luctantly admit that a national insurance 
bureau at Washington would be of advan- 
tage to the business, yet would be inclined 
to view it as one of those Utopian schemes 
that would be impossible to realize. Recent 
events, however, indicate that the question 
is one to receive, in the near future, serious 
attention from those who have the direction 


| of insurance affairs in this country. 


It has been already shown by eminent 
authorities that there are no serious con- 
stitutional obstacles in the way of a na- 
tional insurance department. The abol- 
ishment of the state departments is not 
asked for or wanted. There is only 
needed some central power which will 
direct and control the operations of the 
subordinate departments. “ The cele- 
brated case of Paul vs. Virginia, so fre- 
quently quoted, was, after all,” says Mr. 
Marshall, ‘‘ only a decision of the ques- 


| tion whether the state had a right to im- 


pose a license and to regulate the admis- 
sion of foreign corporations of any 
nature within the state.” This cele- 
brated case has generally been interpre- 
ted as deciding that the state’s right to 
run its internal affairs as regards its in- 
surance department was absolute, and 
could not be interfered with by the gov- 
ernment. It has done more to discour- 
age the advocacy of national supervision 
among insurance men than any one 
thing. Mr. Marshall quotes Sheppard 
Homan’s paper on the subject touching 
this matter, as follows: 

“No case has yet held that congress 
cannot regulate the business of life in- 


| surance and incidentally protect the 


agencies by which that business can be 
transacted. For can this question ever 


be raised, still less be judicially decided, 
| until congress shall, by appropriate leg- 
| islation, enact laws regulating the busi- 
ness of insurance? Even then the ques- 
tion can be brought before the supreme 
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court only by a suit in which the con- | is shown by the quarterly bulletin issued 


stitutionality is questioned.” 


The action of the Indiana State Board 


of Tax Commissioners in attempting to | 


levy taxes on the surrender values of 
life policies, directly on the policy-hold- 
ers, is mentioned as showing to what ex- 
tent the different states are trying to 


harrass the companies and the business | 


by excessive taxation. Mr. Marshall re- 


marks on this point: 


There are, it is estimated, nearly twelve 
millions of people in the United States hold- 
ing policies in the various life insurance 
companies and associations, and the amount 
involved reaches a sum the magnitude of 
which can be scarcely comprehended. There 
can be no discussion or difference of opinion 
the question that the citizens of the United 


States are entitled to the protection of uni- | 
form, wholesome and just insurance laws | 


throughout the whole country, while, as it is 
now the laws are burdensome, conflicting 
and subject to frequent changes. 


Closing, Mr. Marshall said: 

The majority of men who have given the 
question of national supervision careful 
study confidently believe that congress can 


and should provide for the regulation of in- | 
surance, and that the time is at hand when | 


it should declare insurance to be a necessary 
part of commerce—and that the best inter- 


ests of the millions of policy-holders scat- | 


tered throughout the nation would be con- 
served by the passage of a law similar in 
character to the bill above referred to, or 
embodying its principal featues. 


cm 


BECAUSE OF UNPAID PREMIUM. 


A dispatch from Columbus states that | 


suit will shortly be brought against the 


Fidelity Mutual Life Association by the | 
heirs of Harry King, the deceased chief | 


clerk of the Chittenden Hotel, to recover 
on a $5,000 policy. An interesting point 
is brought up by the fact that the asso- 


ciation claims the premium was not paid. | 


It seems that ihe agent who took King’s 
application agreed to wait six months 


for the money, and the policy was issued | 


shortly after. King died before the six 
months expired, and the company will, 
it is said, claim exemption under the 
clause requiring the premium to be paid 
before the policy goes into force, and 
also that which provides that no agent 
has power to alter the conditions of the 
contract. 


CONSULTING ACTUARIES. 
It is interesting to note how the busi- 
ness of consulting actuaries is increasing. 
The incompetency of many state in- 


surance departments when it comes to 


actuarial work and company examina- | 


tions, and 
companies to have one of these 
sulting’’ actuaries on .their staffs have 
caused quite a number of men to be em- 
ployed entirely in this work. Thus we 
have W. D. Whiting. 
Sheppard Homans, Miles M. Dawson 
and others, all of whom occupy very 
important places in the life insurance 
profession. 


“ce 


STATE LIFE’S PROGRESS. 
The phenomenal growth of the State 
Life Insurance Company of Indianapolis 


D. P. Fackler, | 


the growing tendency of | 
con- | 


| 
| 
| 


to the policy-holders. $1,650,000 of 
new business was written, and the volume 
for the first three quarters amounts to 
$5,345,000, an excess over the entire 
amount of last year. The company ex- 
pects to write at the rate of a million a 
month for the remainder of the year. 
There have been no claims under poli- 
cies for the entire quarter. The com- 
pany announces that for the protection 
of its policy-holders generally it has 
taken advantage of the law under which 
it is incorporated, and has deposited with 
the auditor of the state of Indiana 
$50,000.00 in interest-bearing securities 
approved by him. It is the intention of 
the management to deposit with him an 
additional $50,000.00 about January Ist, 
1898. This amount will be in excess of 
the full so-called legal reserve on all 
outstanding insurance, and meets the 
requirements of nearly all the states for 
the admission of old line companies. 


a ++ 


NEW FRATERNAL ORDER. 


Ex-Congressman W. S. Linton, of 
Saginaw, Mich., was at the Clarendon. 
He is a famous A. P. A. leader, but was 
here in the interest of the Prudent Pa- 
tricians of Pompeii, a new insurance fra- 
ternity of which he is the head.—Zanes- 
ville Courier. 


GENERAL FIRE NOTES. 


George W. Pohlman has received the 
Cincinnati agency of the Insurance Com- 
pany of the State of New York. 


The troubles at Lima have practically 
ceased. The Royal, represented by J. 
B. Downing, Jr., has gone into the 
agency of Wm. McComb. 


Mr. W. R. Bruce, formerly of Spring- 
field, a protege of Governor Bushnell, 
succeeds Will J. Beggs as corresponding 
clerk of the insurance department office 
at Columbus. 


G. E. Meeks, former special agent of 
the Providence-Washington, which posi- 
tion he resigned to go with Henry 
O'Kane at Columbus, has resigned the 
latter position, and it is understood will 
probably go on the road again. 


The suit of the Akron Belting Com- 
pany against the Phoenix Insurance 
Company, growing out of the failure of 
the former to secure a vacancy permit 
for one of its buildings which was burned 
while unoccupied, has been carried to 
the Ohio Supreme Court. 


An error was made in our last issue 
when we said that the agency of W. C. 
Lawrence & Co., of Van Wert, had been 
transferred to John A. Rousch. Mr. 
Rousch is a solicitor for Lawrence & Co. 
The agency of Cox & Lawrence was 
purchased May Ist by W. C. Lawrence 
& Co., Mr. A W. Cox having taken the 
special agency of the Imperial. 





AMONG CASUALTY MEN. 


FOR TWENTY THOUSAND. 





| Suitof Claimants Under an Etna 10-20 Com- 


bination Accident Policy. 


The first gun of what will undoubtedly 


| prove to be a famous accident contest 
| has been fired at Canton, Ohio, by the 
_ administrator of the estate of Victor Frei 


| surance Company. 


bringing suit against the Aitna Life In- 


Frei was a music 


professor living in Columbus, and held a 


| 4Etna Life. 


10-20 combination accident policy in the 
The petition filed by the 
administrator states that Frei took out a 
$10,000 combination policy February 15, 
1897, which provides that in case of 
death by accident on steam or electric 


| cars double the amount would be paid. 
| It also says he received an injury June 


30, while riding on a Columbus electric 
car, which resulted in his death a little 


| over two months later. 


There are several points that will 
probably be used in the company’s de- 
fense. In the first place it is held that 
the company has already settled the 
claim. It paid three days indemnity for 
the injury of June 30 about the middle 
of July and received Frei’s receipt /”_fudl 
with a letter of acknowledgment in his 
own handwriting. The receipt for the 
money reads “the same being in full 
satisfaction and fiza/ settlement of all 
claims that I have or may have under ac- 


| cident policy in said Company No. — on 


account of injuries sustained by me on 


| the 30th day of Fune, 1897, and the said 
| Company is hereby released from all lia- 


bility on account of said injuries, whether 
the result be fatal or otherwise, and I 
hereby certify that said policy or any 
part thereof has not been assigned or 


| transferred to any person or party for 


| 


| éw any passenger conveyance,” etc. 


| 


” 


any purpose, except to -—.” The 
‘Etna policy reads that if injuries are 
sustained ‘“‘ while riding as a passenger 
Mr. 
Frei’s accident was caused while, to use 
his own words, “attempting to get ova 
street car.”” He was about to get on, but 
waited for a moment for a lady to pre- 
cede him, and the car started before he 
boarded it, causing him to partly fall and 
strike his head against the side of the 
car, and also bruise his side. It is inter- 
esting to note that the three days’ indem- 
nity was paid for the injury to his side 
and not to his head. The coroner’s jury 
at his death a couple of months later 
brought-in a verdict of death caused by 
an accident while attempting to get on a 
street car. The accident referred to was 
that in the head, and it is possible as no 
claim was made for the accident in the 
head, and as that is said to have caused 
death, the receipt given would not cover 
if the accident to the head was not re- 
ferred to in the claim, which we under- 
stand it was not. 

Another point is that Mr. Frei was in 
very poor bodily health, with one lung 




















gone, and notwithstanding the coroner's 
jury’s verdict of death by accident, it 
may be claimed that he did not die by 
accident, as he went about his work as 
usual after the accident. If the Com- 
pany can prove that the assured was not 
“riding in’ the car according to the 
legal interpretation, the amount of the 
claim would necessarily be cut down 
one-half. The present outlook is that 
the case will be most interesting, though 
the Company would appear to have a 
strong defense. 


e ++ 
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ANOTHER INTERESTING CASE. 

E. E. Gerkens of Toledo, who was ac- 
cidentally hurt a little over four months 
ago, and who has just died from the ef- 
fect of his injuries, carried a $10,000 ac- 
cident policy. His death occurred 92 
days after the accident, where the policy 
specified the death indemnity should not 
be claimed in case the injuries proved 
fatal after 90 days. There will probably 
be a contest over the claim. It is under- 
stood in similar cases in other states de- 
cisions have been made, part of which 
upheld the claimant and part the com- 
pany. It will be interesting to see what 
Ohio will decide. 


Mr. William R. Mehaffey, postmaster 
until November Ist at Lima, O., has 
taken the state agency for Indiana of the 
North American Accident Association 
in its special contract department, under 
charge of A. M. Harbaugh. He will go 
on the road in that state shortly after 
November Ist. 


Secretary O. K Clardy, of the Union 
Casualty & Surety Company, has re- 
signed to take the general agency at St. 
Louis of the State Mutual Life. Auditor 
John Greenough will act as secretary, at 
least temporarily. 


HovuGH-HucGarp—The Cleveland Leader 
came out on the morning of October 2Ist 
with a sensational scoop on its rivals—noth- 
ing less than the announcement of the dis- 
covery that Judge R. T. Hough of Hillsboro, 
a former Democratic candidate for governor 
and now reputed to be one of John R. Mc - 
Lean’s stanch henchmen, had slipped into 
Cleveland ‘‘secretly, stealthily and incog- 
nito,’’ as the Leader puts it, and registered 
at the hotel under the fictitious name of 
R. T. Huggard. The Leader explains that it 
was the same instinct which prompts the 
criminal when he assumes a false name to 
prevent being detected, to retain a vestige 
of his true cognomen, which prompted 
Judge Hough to cling to the euphonious 
initials which have always been his. That 
he had a perfect right to select and use any 
initials he saw fit, no one seriously ques- 
tions, but his unauthorized appropriation of 
the name of the popular special of the 
Springfield Fire & Marine Insurance Com- 
pany was unwarranted and if he finds him- 
self one of these fine days looking into the 
double-barreled muzzle of a_ shot-gun 
primed with a hair trigger and loaded with 
double B shot, he will have only himself to 
blame. 

LATER—An investigation develops the 
fact that the Leader was mistaken and that 
the signature of R. T. Huggard on the 
register is genuine. Judge Hough is there- 
fore out of danger, 





FIGHTING FIRE FIFTY YEARS. 


Continuation of Paper Begun in August 5 
Issue, Read in 1876 by General J. B. Ben- 
nett Before the Fire Underwriters 
of the Northwest. 

VI. 

Tennessee had a license law in 1851, applying 
to every county, which operated as prohibitory. 
Its passage had been secured by state com- 
panies, to afford them a monopoly, but when 
they lost influence and were demoralized by 
heavy losses at St. Louis, Tennessee was again 
reopened, The state had received no income 
from the license feature of the law and needed 
revenue. The officials were visited and per- 
suaded, after a full hearing, to adopt and 
recommend such construction of their laws that 
the long embargo was finally removed. 

Ohio passed its first supervision law in 1854, 
the year that Massachusetts inaugurated state 
insurance departments. 

The difficulty with the Protection’s not get- 
ting a certificate from Ohio, their stocks being 
hypothecated to indorsers of bills payable, was 
the turning point, in connection with an exten- 
sive fire at Frankfort, Ky., that destroyed its 
credit, and for months unsettled confidence, 
producing great uneasiness tn insurance circles. 
The burning line advanced 20 per cent. during 
the decade from 1846 to 1856. 

The cancellation clause was inserted in poli- 
cies about 1846, but was seldom acted on until 
final supervision was instituted. 

There was reluctance to ordering cancella- 
tion owing to doubt whether the courts would 
hold such contracts valid in case of loss; but 
the business in 1851 was found to be in a condi- 
tion that demanded correction, and the pruning 
clause was made available. Two prominent in- 
cidents are remembered. 

In reviewing the Montgomery, Ala., agency 
in 1852 the rates were found to be strictly one 
price—all the same figure. It was deemed ad- 
visable to correct this by cancellation of badly 
exposed risks, greatly under paying terms. The 
proceedings were so novel that the special agent 
was visited by a town committee of policy- 
holders, with their counsel, at the Exchange 
hotel, to learn what such action signified. The 
compromise measures of 1852 had just passed 
Congress, and they were anxious to learn if 
there was any political animus in such Yankee 
proceedings. After frank explanation the par- 
ties were made to understand the fairness and 
propriety of charging dissimilar hazards differ- 
ent rates; that the business absolutely required 
such amendment to be safe to policy-holders 
and sustaining to insurance companies ; that 
there was nothing personal or political what- 
ever in the transaction. The committee retired 
satisfied, and their rates were then arranged on 
better terms with slight difficulty. Again: 

In a thorough review of the New Orleans 
agency the same year considerable cancellation 
was required from over-insurance, haphazard 
risks and improper rates the local agent having 
never surveyed the risks, but taken them from 
brokers as represented to him. In cancelling 
some forty policies within a single year fifteen 
losses were actually avoided. 

This result so greatly amazed the agent that 
he inquired, in utter astonishment, as if it was 
a league with Lucifer, by what mystic rule it 
was possible to find out risks that was going to 
burn. He was informed there was not much 
mystery about it there if he would critically in- 
spect and study hazards that were offered to 
him. He would be as likely to find that it was 
only a question of time with some of the floaters 
and desperate cases, as an intelligent physician 
who went through the wards of Charity hos- 
pital might largely determine the cases that 
would end fatally; that sick risks were un- 
healthy to underwriters, and ought to be ampu- 
tated before mortification set in. 

The agent and his canvasser acted under the 
impression that it was smart and desirable to 
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over-insure, as the value of property, in case of 
loss, had only to be paid for. 

A hard risk of $4,000 was so excessively over- 
insured that the agent was cautioned to keep 
quiet while the owner was interviewed as if the 
inspection was for taxation, when the insured 
the strongest language he could 
command, that he never in all his life had $600 
worth of property there. 

By cancellation that agency was prunned to 
a better condition and its practices amended so 
that similar blunders rarely occurred thereafter, 
and acrop of bad losses was cut down to the 
roots and exterminated. 

IX. 

In 1853 an important advance was made in 
New York City in organizing an insurance com 
pany, with what was then a very large paid-up 
cash capital of $500,000, no company having 
previously started with a full paid-up capital. 

The Continental and Home Insurance Com- 
panies were first so organized. Great efforts 
were made to put a peerless company at the 
financial metropolis into the agency business, 
under experienced management, but the Con- 
tinental voted, when it had secured its $500,000, 
to confine itself to local business, so that it be- 
came necessary to duplicate the corporation and 


| organize the Home Insurance Company for that 


purpose. The theory being that New York City 
was the key to the position, and with sufficient 
capital, rates, and ability of management in 
American corporations, it would be unnecessary 
to encourage European assistance, as in Life, to 
transact the fire insurance trade in the United 
States. 

The large cities at first have always been very 


| reluctant to go outside of their local trade with 


insurance agencies. City business engrossing 
the attention of officers, and an absence of the 
requisite knowledge how to safely handle re- 
mote risks, have been difficulties hard for me- 


tropolitan companies to early understand and 


| tan and agency plans. 


overcome. In the Home Insurance Company 
there was early conflict between its metropoli- 
Their agency business, 
at first not proving as profitable as the city 
trade, soon created a change of administration, 
and S. L. Loomis, its first president, left his 
chair with no little chagrin, went back to Hart- 
ford and started the Phoenix Insurance Com- 
pany there. 

The Home, in 1855, checked its agencies with 


| atight rein, lost a position that has taken it, 


| Louis, 





with all its admirable tact and skill, 
twenty years’ struggle to regain, while the 
Hartford companies vigorously then pushed 
ahead and secured the proud and important 
standing they since occupy and maintain. 

Heavy losses sustained by the Aetna at St. 
Chillicothe, and other cities, brought 
trouble into its canp. Its popular secretary, 
S. L. Loomis, a veteran underwriter had re- 
tired from his ungrateful task in 1852, and went 
to New York as the first president of the Home 
Insurance Company of that city. Mr. Loomis 
possessed ability and keen insight of character 
that he wielded his pen with an influence like 
the wand of a magician. So that numerous 
friends and their adoption tried, he literally 
had grappled with hooks of steel. 

A scheme to get control of the Aetna Com- 
pany, led by a person who was then the north 
star of underwriting in the Connecticut valley, 
but who subsequently became an unscrupulous 
operator, was a Nemesis that had been defeated 
by its directory, and, though the corporation 
had been weakened by disaster and dissension. 
it was still strong in financial talent, with a 
record commercially excellent, and stood high 
with the profession for conducting its affairs 
comprehensively and fairly. 

This crisis prepared it in 1853 to entertain 
any pes for improvement, to avert the white 
cloud that seriously threatened its future income 
and usefulness. 

In the summer of 1852, the business part of 
the town of Brandon, Mississippi, was destroyed 
by fire. 


fully 


(Continued on Fage 16.) 
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MONETT OPENS THE FIGHT. 


Causes an Incendiary Article to be Cireu- 


lated in His Interests. 
(Special Telegram), 
CoLumBus, October 27.—It is learned 
on the best of authority that Attorney- 


General Frank S. Monett has caused | 


the incendiary article which appeared in 
last Sunday’s News to be circularized 
generally through the state in his in- 
terests. The article is a virulent screed 
which only a paper like the Vews would 
print. Your correspondent learns that 
the article is in circular form and that it 


will be, if it has not already been, sent | 


out as a campaign document. Follow- 


ing is its full text: 
THE PROPERTY OWNERS FRIEND. 


As important as tariff and financial ques- 
tions in this campaign may be we do not 
hesitate to say that the fight made by Attor- 
ney General Monnett against the fire insur- 
ance combinations in this state is of 
importance 


more 
to the property holders of this 
state than any other issue. Every man, be 
he a laborer or capitalist, is affected. If a 
manufacturer has to pay to this trust an ex- 
orbitant rate he cannot pay as large wages. 
Neither can he run his plant as many hours 
oraslongatime. So of the merchants, if 
they have to pay out thousands of 
lars this trust, they simply charge 
that much more for goods to the customer. 
So of your homes, 


dol- 
to 


why should you pay an 
insurance that exceeds the taxes to state 
and county, it is worse than double taxation. 
For taxes are expended again in the com- 
munity. But fire insurance premiums go to 
New York, Hartford, and London to build 
palaces and support belated club men and 
four, when 


coaches and 


gay Ohio men 
do not even get a chance to curry 
the horses or sell the outfits. It is 
a wonder that the business men 
and manufacturers, and publishers, have 
tolerated this imposition this long. Exam- 


ining the records in the office of the Com- 


missioner of Insurance we find that last 
year this combination collected for pre- 
miums seven million three hundred and 


eighty-nine thousand and ninety-nine dol- 
lars and fifty-nine 
back 


cents, that they 
losses three 


paid 
million two hundred 
and sixty-one dollars, a 
profit of four million hundred and 
twenty-eight thousand and ninety-nine dol- 
lars, equivalent to the entire expense of 
running all our schools, judges, state offices, 
and the seventeen institutions. This trust 
has been enabled to pay its officers salaries 
as large as that of the president of the 
United States and in addition to pay to the 
stockholders from eighteen per cent to 
twenty-four per cent annually as dividends. 
No wonder they cry, Great is Diana, and ask 
for the blood of Attorney-General Monnett. 
We ask every manufacturer, regardless of 
party, every storekeeper and insured, to 
support a faithful officer, for Monett has the 


in 
thousand gross 


one 





nerve to demand fair play for the citizens of | 


the state. There ought to be twenty prop- 
erty holders for him in this fight to every 
insurance man against him. 





THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 


OHIO PREMIUM TAX RETURNS. 


NOTE —THE On10 UNDERWRITER will publish 
from issue to issue the official returns of the agents 
throughout the state showing the premiums received 
by each agent for each company for the year 15, as 
fast as received. After the returns for the entire state 
have been published a supplementary index will We 
issued, showing what issue and on what page may be 
found the returns of the various towns. It is suggested 
that those interested in these returns preserve the 
files, as no extra copies will be kept on hand to supply 
back orders. 





Butler County. 


Hamilton—Beeler, J. L.; Home 2,239; German 
Amer. 659; Home (farm dep’t) 262, Total 
$3,160. 

Cass, D. P.; Broadway $16. 

Daggett, W. H.; Manchester 161; Springfield 
244; Travelers 28; Bankers Alliance 2. To- 
tal $462. 

Fitton & Slayback; Scottish U. & N. 1,679; 
Connecticut 2,013; L. & L. & G. 897; Fire 
Ass’n 416; Northern, Eng. 887; N. Y. Und. 
718; Aetna 681; Prov.-Wash. 460; Delaware 


397; Continental 225; Home, N.Y. 672; Lloyds 


P. G. 263; London 588. Total $1,896. 

Hunter, Alex.; Standard Life & Acci. 2,640; 
Guarantors’ 800; Glens Falls 240. Total 
$3,680. 

Krieger & Tabler; Germania $2,775. 

Seward, John; Phoenix, Conn. $1,253; Sun 
1,193; North America 857; Niagara 796; N. 


B. & M. 1,001; Pennsylvania 351; Phila. Und. 


691; Traders 520; U: ion, Pa. 612; Westches- 
ter 1,086; R. I. Und. 468; Travelers (acci.) 
162. Total $8,990. 

Stace, G. W.; Atlas 529; Phoenix, Eng. 201; 
Firemans Fund 195; Western Und. 539; 
Grand Rapids 189; Greenwich 164. Total 
$1,817. 

Smyers, Willard; Phoenix, Conn. 950; Royal 


1,517; Amer. Central 550; Queen 1.224; Man. 
& Mer., Pa. 745; Norwich Union 837; Spring 
Garden 474; Fidelity & Casualty 436, Total 
$6,743. 
Middletown—Banker, F.; 
Barnitz, C. S.; Imperial 
Caledonian 765; 
Lon. & Lan. 696; 


Grand Rapids $232 
230; Greenwich 187; 
Northern 655; 923: 


Royal 1,523 
N. Y. Und. 859; Com’! Un- 


ion 173; Queen 476; Lancashire 700; Fire 
Ass’n 680; Guarantors’ 410; Metropolitan 
Plate Glass 66; N. B. & M. 200; Mil. Mech. 
543; St. Paul 655; Aetna 920; Continental 
118. Total $9,856. 
Edson, R. B.; Sun 1,315; Home, N. Y. 307; Ger- 


man, Ill. 818; Springfield 17; 

Fidelity & Casualty 128; 

39. Total $3,849. 
Foster, A. L.; Hartfo d 646; 


Broadway 135; 
Lloyds Plate Glass 


Phoenix, Conn. 


627; London Assur. 375; Norwich Union 
368; Traders 107; Travelers 116. Total 
$2,239. 

McFadden, Irvin; Concordia 675; Delaware 
306; Merchants, N. J. 233; Mechanics, Pa. 
158. Total $1,372. 

Oglesby, J. S.; Niagara 205; Citizens, Pa. 504; 
Man. & Mer., Pa. 293; Firemans Fund 152; 


Pennsylvania 327; Reliance 355; New Jersey 
Plate Glass 91. Total $1,927 

Stevens, G. F.; Germania $209. 

Todhunter, W. H.; L.& L. & G. 759; German 
Amer. 287; Western, Ont. 595; Nat’l, Conn. 
687; N. B. & M. 289; Phoenix, Conn. 827; 
Connecticut 492; Manchester 137; Phenix 
749; Michigan 179; Phila. Und. 343. Total 
$5,344. 

Oxford—Armistead, N. L.; 
Chatten. J. E; 
Total $267. 

Cone, F. J.; Aetna 282; Phoenix, Conn. 
Home, N. Y. 449. Total $918, 

Faber, P. J.; North America 30; 
Total $87. 

College Corner—Moor, 
Conn. 4. Total M0. 

Pultz, W. L.; Northern $30. 

Staats, H. N. (Cleveland); Industrial 303; 
ton & Woolen 338; Rubber 323; 
R. I. 1,625; Narragansett 159; Providence, 
1,285; Mill Owners 215. Total $4,248. 

Squire, Hahn & App (Cleveland); Globe, N 
710; Millers & M’nfg. 300. Total $1 010. 


Manch ster $83. 
Phenix 166; Nat’l, Conn. 101. 


187; 
Fire Ass’n 57. 


Royal 36; Nat’l, 


Cot- 
Mercantile, 


_Y. 


| Morgan, E. D 


| Hunter, J. M.; 


| Consedine, M. D.; 





Champaign County. 


Mechanicsburg—Cheney, T. S.; Hartford $296. 
; Home (farm) 18,738; Aetna 408; 
Traders 255; Northern 145; Phila. Und. 75. 
Urbana—Banta, E. G.; Norwich Union 315; 

Man & Mer. Mutual 273; Phoenix 237; Agri- 
cultural 209; . Phila. Und. 258; Western, Ont. 
164; Delaware 142; Broadway 6; Grand 
Rapids 94; British America 76; Glens Falls 


63; Merchants 25; Traders 33. 

Berry, Lou B.; American, Pa. 299; Franklin 
114; Aetna 292; North America 337; Sun 
40; Niagara 128; Home 6.577. 

Blake & Dye; N. Y. Und. 782; Connecticut 
680; Continental 424; N. B. & M. 245; Mil. 
Mech. 245; Machester 33. 


L.& Ll. & G. 753; Lon. & Lan. 


80; Scottish Union 776; National 509; Phe- 
nix 315; Germania 285; Westchester 152; 
Pacific 153; German, Ill. 263; Concordia 264; 


Traders 97. 

McCracken, H. F.; Hartford 936; Phoenix, 
Conn. 603; Fire Ass’n 892; Reliance 5; 
Pennsylvania 449; German Amer. 114; Queen 
205; Springfield 198; N. W. Nat’]315; Lon- 


don 211; Com’l Union 211; Northern 79; Lan- 
cashire 295. 
Parker, J. S.; Firemans Fund 170; Amer. 
Central 40. 
Western Mutual Ins. Co. 1,019. 

St. Paris—Baker. J. .; National, Conn. 209; 


Springfield 165; Aetna 163; 


188. 


Phoenix, Conn. 


Clark County. 


Springfield—Linn, M. F.; Mercantile 
American, Mass. 253. Total $411. 

Springfield 553; United Fire- 
mens 246; Citizens, Pa. 25. Total $824. 

Ockenden & Co.; Western Und. $207. 


158; 


Collins, T. J.; Western Und. $53. 
Moffet, R. W.; Detroit 156; Security 425; 
Broadway 303; Reliance 224; Atlas 216; Me- 


chanics 352; Merchants 274. 

Brooks, H. M; American, N. J. 
673; Hartford SS0; Western 
Springfield 871; Imperial 274. 

Showers, H. $S.; Aetna 1,102; Agricultural 
1,118; N. W. Nat’l 1,636; Mil. Mech. 1,255; 
Franklin, Pa. 730; Glens Falls 1,527. Total 
$7,368, 

Billow & Barrett; Union Cas. & Surety 129; 
Firemens, N. J. 206; Continental 1,554; Man- 
chester 985; Phoenix, Conn. 2,031;  Prov.- 
Wash. 754; Lon. & Lan. 1,139; N. Y. Und. 
1,061; Union, Pa. 633; Com’l Union 4,183; 
German, Pa. 588; Sun 1.217; Aetna 314; Pa- 
cific 377; North America 1,015; Royal 736; 
Lloyds P. G. 183; Fire Ass’n 1,450; Scottish 
U. & N. 1,356; Lancashire 763. Total $20,670. 

Wallace & Corry; Phoenix, Conn, 2,042; Ori- 
ent 366; N. B. & M. 1,446; American Surety 
95; Niagara 958; American, Pa. 972; British 
America 511; Buffalo German 793; German, 
Ill. 1,945; L. & L. & G. 1,426; Northern 278; 
Connecticut 1,565; German Amer. 1,077; 
Hanover 1,290; N. Y. Und. 386; New Eng- 
land Burglary 79; Royal 2,319; Metropolitan 
P. G. 63; Ind. & Ohio Live Stock 99; Trav- 
elers 1,060. Total $18,775. 

Moffat, Bruce; Pennsylvania ‘8; 
1,025; N. J. P. G. 53; Phila, Und. 
cordia 593. Total $3,809. 

Elliott, J. S. & Co.; Germania 529; 
509; Home 7,462; Michigan 844; Mutual, N. 
Y. 888; National, Conn. 10,305; New Hamp- 
shire 800; London 437; Phenix 2,614; Queen 
1,087; Caledonian 1,842; Amer. Central 364; 
Rochester German 703; Spring Garden 
1,132; St. Paul 935; Traders 108; Westchester 
1.473; Williamsburg City 1,152. Total $33,- 
189. 


Total $1,950. 

299: Germania 
Assur, 503; 
Total $3,500. 


Mil. 
1,140; 


Mech. 
Con- 


Greenwich 


Fayette County. 


Washington C. H.—Cave C. A.; 
468; Germania 251; 
Total $951. 

Dial & Fullerton; 
1,497; North America 530; Merchants 402; 
Mil. Mech. 502; N. W. Nat’l 1,785; New 
Hampshire 774; N. B. & M. 376; Penna. 409; 
Westchester 674; Western Fire 

»”) 


Ass’n 83; Lloyds P. G. 22 


Caledonian 
London 107; Phenix 125, 


Continental 351; Home 


Und. 184; 
Total $7,589. 
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Edge & Daugherty; Agricultural 387; British 


Amer. 79: Concordia 313; Delaware 799; 
Connecticut 1,545; German, I11. 1,168; Hano- 
ver 363; N. Y. Und. 369; Niagara 329; Nat’l, 
Conn. 468; Pacific 230; Queen 113; Royal 105; 
Security 71; Sun 540; Orient 253; N.Y. P. G. 
58. Total $7,191. 

McElwaine, Thos. D.; Springfield 572; Frank- 
lin 13; Fire Ass’n 131; Ger. Amer. 672; Lan- 
cashire 362; Lon. & Lan. 117; Northern, Eng. 
174; Phoenix, Conn. 407. Total $2,448. 

Saxton, Thomas M.; Hartford $59. 

Ustick, T. M.- Com’] Union $4. 

Jeffersonville—McKillup, J. A.; Royal 98; Man- 
chester 63. Total 5161. 


Geauga County. 

Chardon—Howard, Wm.; Aetna 100; Pennsyl- 
vania 130. Total $250, 

Canfield & Smith; Concordia 630; Mil. Mech. 
668; Royal 333; L. & L. & G. 561; Merchants, 
N. J. 186; Glens Falls 126; Phoenix, Conn. 60; 
Hartford 119; Scottish U. & N. 618; North 


America 228; National, Conn. 65; Continental | 


163. Total $3,838. 

Burton—Ford & Allen; Hartford 1,409; Spring- 
field 458; Royal 29%; Manchester 237; Aetna 
412; North America 432; Pennsylvania 237; 
N. Y. Und. 441; Phila. Und. 285. Total $4,210. 


Harrison County. 

Bowerston—Law, John & Son; Glens Falls 
2,233; Manchester 26. Total $2,259. 

Cadiz—Mills, R. H.; Connecticut $109. 

Holmes, C. A.; Royal 641; Machester 104; Fire- 
mans Fund 123; Phoenix, Conn. 598; Glens 
Falls 521. Total $1,987. 

Brown, C. O. F.; Hartford 946; Aetna 304; L & 
L. & G. 546; N. B. & M. 166; Phenix 380; Mil. 
Mech. 152. Total $2,494. Travelers $110. 

Scio —Gibson, S. B.; N. Y. Und. 1,350; Hartford 
1,310; Concordia 961; Mil. Mech. 166; Royal 
81. Total 33,869. Standard Acci. $162. 


Highland County. 


Fiillsboro—Ayres, F:ank; N. B. & M. 
Springfield 337; Firemans Fund 245. 
$1,611. 

Chaney, N. E.; Royal 475; L. & L. 
Glens Falls 173; Pennsylvania 134; Northern 
102. Total $1,211. 

McConnaughey, C. D.; Fire Ass’n. 385; German 
Amer. 205; Manchester 364; American, Pa. 
320; Amer. Central 186. Total $1,460. 

Reece, James; Aetna 260; Hartford 553; Home 
457; N. Y. Und. 163; North America 419; 
Phila. Und. 199. Total $2,051. 

Sams, O. N.; Phoenix, Conn, $640. 

Wood, C. E.; National, Conn, 356; German, 111. 
363. Total $719. 

Greenfield—Anderson, W. H.; Royal 640; Na- 
tional, Conn. 213; Hartford 658; Phoenix, 
Conn. 509; N. B. & M. 157; Connecticut 460; 
Mil. Mech. 200; Westchester 257; Aetna $2; 
Home 524; (Farm Busiress 274). Total $3.964 


1,029; 


Free, Frank; Germania 186; Northern 191; L. & | 


L. & G. 312; Hartford 92; Com’l. Union 118; 
German, Ill. 198; N. W. Nat’l. 278. Total 
$1,375. 

Kelso, J. G.; Niagara 285; Firemans Fund 169. 
Total $454. 

Mackerly & Merrell; Phila. Und. $45. 


Waddell, L. P.; Continental 300; Columbia 43; 


Fire Ass’n. 1!); German, Ill. 142. Total 504. 

Lyrchburg—Henderson, H. N.; Aetna 108; 
Manchester 148; Phoenix, Conn. 445; North- 
ern 202; Lon. & Lan. 256; Glens Falls 660, 
Total $1 819. 


Logan County. 

Bellefontaine—Corry & Arnold; Royal 433; 
Com’l. Union 374; N. B. & M. 345, Manches- 
ter 143; N. Y. Und. 474; Queen 139; R. I. Und. 
77. Total $1,985. 

Lane, C. L.; L. & L. & G. 490; Home 351; 
Home farm dep’t.) 1,366; Phenix 435; Glens 
Falls 432; North America 659; National. Conn. 
663; American, Pa. 121; Franklin, Pa. 64; 
Aetna (Acci.) 88. Total $4,619. 

Batch, F. O.; Phila. Und. 113; St. Paul 31; Amer. 
Central 41. Total $184. 


Chamberlain, E. P.; Scottish U. & N. 147; De- | 


troit 199. Total $346. 


Total | 
& G. 327; | 
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Newell, H. H.; Northern 143; Pennsylvania 107. 


Total $250. 

Kautzmann, W.; British Amer. 29; Western 67; 
Phoenix, Eng. 42. Total $138. 

Miller, A. Jay; Hanover $275. 

Hamilton Bros.; Fire Ass’n. 288; Phoenix, Conn. 
88. Total $376. 

Brand, J. C.; Pacific, N. Y. 365; Rochester Ger. 
263; N. W. Nat’l. 167. Total $795. 

Tremain, W. C. & R. F.; German, III. 
Westchester 372; Agricultural 74. 
$1,072. 

Defrees, F.; Aetna 279; Hartford 636; Connecti- 
cut 154; Phoenix, Conn. 414; German Amer. 
105; Manchester 46. Total $1,634, 

West Liberty—Nickerson, W. Z.; Aetna 48; 
Phoenix, Conn..206; N. B. & M. 160. Total 
$415. 

Evans, H. M.; National $251. 

Fluntsville— Bailey, N. H.; North America 80; 
Aetna 17; Home, N. Y. 38. Total $135. 

Degraff—Huston, A. B.; Manchester 27; Phoe- 
nix, Conn. 355; Aetna 323. Total 705. 

Belle Center—Main, W. L.; Northern 151; Man- 
chester 72. Total $223. 


Total 


Medina County. 


Medina—Spitzer, A. T.; Manchester 108; Com’l, 
Union 112; Fire Ass’n. 101. Total $321. 

McDowell, R. M.; Glens Falls 178; Hartford 
537; Home 403; Phoenix, Conn. 242; Phila. 
Und. 145; North America 271; Pennsylvania 
125; Aetna 92. Total $1,993. 

Canavan, J.; Phoenix, Conn. $124. 

Shepard, R. S.; N. B. & M. $209. 

Phillips, F. O.; Royal $15s. 

Curtiss, R. C.; Mil. Mech. $249, 

Knapp, C. H.;L. & L. & G. $93. 

Richards, Geo. A.; National, Conn. $249, 

Hayden, Geo.; Northern 337. 

Wadsworth—Daykin, J. W.; North America 
244; Firemans Fund 96; Manchester 112; Con- 
tinental 186. Total $638. 

Kremer, J. C.; National, Conn. 220; Niagara 247. 
Total M67. 

Clark, J. A.; Royal 336; German Amer. 163. 
Total $499. 

“Lodi—Fullerton, A. W.; Manchester $661. 

Squire, Hahn & App; (Cleveland) Globe 125; 
Millers & Mfgs. 100; New York 167, 
$392. 

Meigs County. 

Pomeroy—Lee, L. H.; 

Total $1,647. 


Ihle, C.; Agricultural 286; Merchants, N. J. 589; 


Girard 541; Continental 656; Home 724; Mil. 
Mech. 411; Cooper, O. 270; Travelers (Acci.) 
736. Total $4,214. 

Middleport—Downing, J. B.; Royal 1,537; Lan- 
cashire 689; Hartford 1,841; National 458; 
Springfield 437; North America 538; Fire 
Ass’n. 394; Phila. Und. 495; N. Y. Und. 1,617; 
N. B. & M. 477; Phoenix, Conn. 803. Total 
$10,288. 

Downing. J. F.; Traders 385; Firemans Fund 446. 
Total $830. 


Racine—Skirrin, W. B.; Aetna 732; Royal 371. 


Total $1,103. 

Longbottom 
nix, Eng. (agency at Middleport and Pome- 
roy) %5. Total $125. 


Pike County. 


Waverly—Ambrose, W. F.; National 87; Phoe- 
nix, Conn. 149. Total $236, 

Caldwell, C. M.; Royal $164. 

Gabelman, Philip; Manchester 29; 
Agency 281. Total $310, 


Hutt, P.; Connecticut 262; German Amer. 97. | 


Total $359. 
Portage County. 


Garrettsville—Agler, W. E.; Aetna 292; Hart- 


ford 224; Northern 466; North America 233. | 


Total $1,216. 


Tilden & Agler; Home 1,536; L. & L. & G. 900; | 
Royal 536; Lancashire 325; Springfield 379. 


Total $3,677. 


Kent—Clapp, C. K.; Phoenix, Conn. 135; Con- | 


tinental 311. Total $446. 

Rynard, N. B.; Home $183. 

Reed & Smith; Lancashire 128; German, II]. 
364; Glens Falls 525; Niagara 485; Queen 242; 


626; | 


Total 


Aetna 896; Orient 778. | 


Torrence, J. W.; Aetna 30; Phoe- | 


Pheton | 
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Mil. Mech. 652; Springfield 252; Aetna 18; 
Concordia 158; London 65; North America 
231; Traders 300; Hartford 161; Phenix 185; 
Spring Garden 166; Royal 60. Total $4,304, 

Mantua—Fitz & Kyle; Royal 416; North Amer- 
ica 131; Traders 300; Aetna 251; Glens Falls 
207. Total $1,304. 

Ravenna—Maxon, E. W.; Phoenix, Eng. 198; 
German, I1l. 310; Phila, Und. 293. Total $801. 

Beebe, W. H.; Home 354; Phoenix, Conn. 520, 
Total $875. 

Squire, Hahn & App; (Cleveland) Globe 100; 
Millers & Mfrs. 70. ‘Total $170. 

Gardner, D. C ; Connecticut 1,266; Sun 968; 
Hartford 414; North America 352; Royal 282; 
Glens Falls 240; Niagara 187; Phoenix, Conn. 
157; London 70. Total $3,937. 


Laubert, C. H.; Com’! Union 362; Con'inental 


338; Lancashire 302; National, Conn. 137; 
Springfield 305; Pennsylvania 79. Total 


$1.523. 

Waller, E. M.; Scottish U. & N. 1.228; Hanover 
740; L. & L. & G. 707; Westchester 674; Fire 
Ass’n 402; Concordia 386; N. B. & M. 376; 
Pacific 375; Queen 283; Orient 244; Traders 
230; German Amer. 224; Citizens, Pa. 220; 
Phenix 186; Mechanics 176; Spring Garden 
141; Total $6,591. 

Staats, H. N.; (Cleveland) Industrial 9; Cotton 
& Woolen 14; Rubber 14; Mercantile 53; Nar- 
ragansett 4. Total 4. 


Putnam County. 


Columbus Grove—Allen, D. M.; Continental 
248; Phila. Und. 73; North America 83. 

Allen & Core; Hartfo'd 320; Phoenix, Conn. 
174; Phenix, N. Y. 165; Royal 155; Home 
128; Aetna 45; Standard Acct. 65. 

Sanders, S.; National, Conn. 149; Concordia 61. 

Stevens, H. K.; Continental $376 

Kalida—Parker, O. C.; Phoenix, Conn. $150. 


Letpsic—Miller, W. H.; Concordia 466; Hart- 
ford 356; North America 121; Aetna 184; 
Glens Falls 152: Com’l Union 38, Fidelity 


Preferred 68, 
Phoenix, Cnn. 18; Connecti- 


& Casualty 61. 

Slaybaugh, A. A.; 
cut 104. 

Werner, Jacob; Orient 140; Northern 230; Na- 
tional, Conn. 401; Royal 528; Phoenix, Eng. 
242; Manchester 58; Westchester 992; Conti- 
nental 387; German, I1l. 330; Fire Ass’n 330; 
Phenix, N. Y. 593: Phila. Und. 242. 

Ottawa—Zeller, J. J. & W.S.; Phila. Und. 38; 
Westchester 77; Northern 79; Phoenix, Conn. 
82; Glens Falls 114; Fire Ass’n 130; N. B. & 
M. 136; Nat’l, Conn, 165; German, Ill. 437; 
Connecticut 562; Home 571; Mil. Mech. 601; 
Met. Plate 54. 

Kraus, W.C G.; Aetna62; Hartford 260; North 
Amer, 96; Springfield 149; Phoenix, Conn. 
26. 

Lemkuhle, L.; Germania 245; Concordia 143. 

Light, J. C.; Royal 78. 


Seneca County. 


Altica—Sutton, L. L.; Manchester 245; 
Mech, 246; N. Y. Und. 156. Total $647, 

Hearson, R. T.; Royal 212; Phoenix, Conn. 182. 

Hamilton, G H.; North America 355; Hartford 
250; Springfield 145; National 137; Aetna 76. 
Total $963. 

Bettsville—Geyer, H. H.; Manchester 35; Ger- 
man Amer, 28. 

Bloomville—West, J A.; 
tional 120. 

Fostoria—Aylesworth & Co.; Northern 359; 
Glens Ealls 268; Concordia 130, Total $757. 

Boley. W. F.; Franklin 316; Westchester 250; 
Phoenix, Conn. 250; Western 199. Total 
$1,015. 

Day, W. M.; Home 721; Phoenix, Conn. 1,693; 
Continental 654; Hartford 524; Fire Ass'n 
377; Aetna 248; German Amer. 241; Phila. 
Und. 179; Com’l Union 138; Jondon 114; 
Lloyds P. G. 57. Total $3,946. 

Emerine & Ghaster; Connecticut 840; L. & L. 
& G. 612; Hanover 461; North America 440; 
British America 420; Orient 416; German, Ill. 
378; N.B. & M. 300; Girard 206; National, 
Conn, 264; Pacific 257; Amer. Central 232; 
American, Pa, 220; Pennsylvania 188; Fire- 
man’s Fund 182; Sun 172; Royal 129; N.Y. 
Und. 492. Total $6,209, 


Mil. 


Mil. Mech. 190; Na- 


French, R.; Franklin 93. 
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German, C.; Western Und. 118. 
Hall, Geo.; Standard Acci. 4,687. 


Johnson, Miss Nellie; Phenix, N. Y. 538; 
Springfield 563; Mil. Mech. 484; Niagara 
459; Traders 69; N. Y. Plate Glass 89. To- 


tal $2,202. 

Lloyd, A. C.; Germania 484; Mil. Mech. 481; 
Lancashire 409; St. Paul 293. Total $1,667. 

Lloyd, D. C.; Agricultural 402; Reliance 57; 
R. I. Und. 45. Total 504; Travelers 586. 

Nestlerode, J. W.; Roch. German 97; Union, 
Pa. 96. 

Ports, N.; Manchester 108. 

Schatzel, J. M.; Queen 209; Norwich Union 77. 

Thomas, R. F.; Michigan 37. 

New Riege/—Klein, J. A.; Manchester 77. 

Republic—Milber, H.; Royal 205. 

Tifin—Cramer, W. S.; Union, Pa. 230; London 
188, 

Distellhorst, A.; Roch. German 472; National 
360; Firemans Fund 243; German, Pa. 212; 
Amer. Central 163; German, W. Va. 100. 
Total $1,550. 

Flack, E. B. & Co.; Germania 304; Reliance 32. 

Hershberger, J. M.; L.& L. & G. 556; Phoenix, 
Conn. 307; Aetna 299; N. Y. Und. 239; Com’! 
Union 172; Girard 164; Grand Rapids 48; 
Prov. Wash. 72; Detroit 70. Total $1,897. 
Preferred Acci. 534. 

Magers, J. V.; Phenix 772; Niagara 389; Conti- 
nental 342; 





N. B. & M. 224; Norwich Union | 


205; Merchants 181; Phila. Und. 168; Frank- | 


lin, Pa. 156; Delaware 150; Michigan 83; 
Lloyds Plate Glass 73. ‘Total $2,743. 

Morrow Bros; Hartford 699; 
N. W. Nat’l1 531; Queen 464; Hanover 428; 
Scottish Union 392; N. B. & M. 380; Lanca- 
shire 319; American, Pa. 306; British Amer. 
304; Fire Ass’n 275; Western, Ont. 269; West- 
ern Und. 219; Columbia 448; Cooper 335; 
Lloyd’s Plate Glass 35. Total $5,974. 

Noble, B. M.; Pacific 427; Mutual 100. 

Noble, Mary L.; Royal $2,648; Home 1,476; 
Phoenix, Conn. 644; Lon. & Lan. 615; Man- 
chester 479; Sun 450; Concordia 467; Broad- 
way 85; Commercial 217; Nat’l, Ohio, 557. 
Total $7,638. 

Sheibley, W. W.; German, III. 330. 

Sneckenberger, P. M.; Connecticut 919; Ger- 


man Amer. 885; Springfield 678; North 
Amer. 431; New Hampshire 322; Northern 


202; Imperial 151. Total $3,588. 
Stephenson, E. W.; Orient 494; Agricultural 
337; Glens Falls 291; Phoenix, Eng. 238; 
Traders 187; Pennsylvania 145; St. Paul 94; 
Cincinnati Und. 267. Total $2,055. 


FIGHTING FIRE FIFTY YEARS. 
(Continued from Page 13.) 


The AStna was concerned in that loss, but 


Mil. Mech. 570; | 





had no adjuster on the ground, getting a local | 


agent to forward proofs, for which amount they 
remitted draft for settlement. 

An adjuster, investigating losses for other 
companies, ascertained that mistakes had been 


made in the claim sent forward; he obtained | 


and stopped the draft in the nick of time from 


being passed to the claimant, re-opened the | 
case and settled the loss fairly for seventy-five | 
per cent of the original demand, and returned 


the erroneous draft to Hartford. Out of this 
transaction and some slight special work, 
opened a correspondence that terminated in 
their establishing a branch office in Cincinnati, 
1853. It then had a capital of $300,000; one 
hundred and twenty-five agencies West, trans- 
acting a business of $125,000 per annum, which 
had been decidedly unprofitable. 

The result of this new regime was seventeen 
million dollars premium obtained in seventeen 
years, by a corps of over one thousand agents, 
netting the corporation the handsome profit of 
three million seven hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. That branch in the Central West has 
paid handsomely first, last and all the time, 


never having encountered an unprofitable year. 
Chicago was an independent agency, reporting 
directly to Hartford. Its premiums, losses, and 
management had no connection whatever with 
the Cincinnati office. 

In the face of these attainments, the admini- 
stration was abruptly changed in a hasty way 
and temper, that occasioned some surprise in 
February, 1870. Lest the reserve of long silence, 
under patient consciousness of recitude and 
professional labors rendered, might be mis- 
construed, the facts connected therewith justify 
momentary mention. 


X. 

Three of the principal employees in the office 
had been partly paid by a cohtingent compensa- 
tion which, when finally charged to the com- 
pany, it insisted must be made a personal matter 
of the general agent, and ordered that the 
amount be reversed in the succeeding account— 
which being unjust, was not done. A letter in 
explanation was written to the company, to 
which no reply was ever received, but a com- 
mittee from Hartford visited the office and took 
possession. ‘The first quarter of the seventeenth 
year’s business then closing had yielded nearly 
two hundred thousand dollars profit, and was 
the most successful year of the enterprise, when 
this event transpired, which was an issue of 
force, and commercially, totally uncalled for. 

The letter referred to that will explain the 
matter fully, is as follows: 


CINCINNATI, January 17, 1870. 
To the President and Directors of the A°tna 
Insurance Company, Hartford, Conn. 


GENTLEMEN: In reply to your favor of the 
7th inst. I presume we agree that salaries, ex- 
penses, and disbursements paid for conducting 
the business of the branch office, are all legiti- 
mate charges against the company. That the 
manager has not to pay any of its adjusters, at- 
torneys, agents, or assistants. That he is like- 
wise entitled to an annual salary of $2,000, with 
10 per cent of the net earned profits of this de- 
partment. If otherwise, I beg to be set right by 
reference to any different agreement. 

The position you take does not complete 
those rights to me under so plain and conclusive 
an arrangement. 

No private services has been rendered me by 
Adjusters F. C. Bennett, Church, or Mr. Sim- 
rall. Their business association was entirely 
official. Their duties performed, only those of 
the Atna Company, therefore I reiterate the 
request to know all about any agreement be- 
tween the company and myself, under which 
you insist on my sustaining the compensation 
at any time paid to those assistants. 

The delay to enter my rights may have caused 
you surprise, and put me to extra explanations, 
but has not occasioned the company conse- 
quental loss, but benefits, the reverse thereof, 
of the description similar to funds with a Sav- 
ings Bank. I entertain confidence in the Aetna 
to do what is right at all and any time for the 
duties they have exclusively received, beth the 
time and service, and that they will not fall into 
the gross mistake of helping me to cheat myself. 

Please do not jump to a conclusion that there 
are no sufficient reasons justifying the re- 
payment. 

There have been seasons and experiences in 
your Western business when it was right and 
honest to ‘‘let not the left hand know what the 
right doeth,’’ so as better to perform its trusts 
by reason of circumspection ; probably you only 
realize it now in Hartford through volume of 
business and profits 

At times the scarcity of experienced and reli- 
able insurance men has been extreme, and the 
difficulties to render employees in the branch 
office steady and efficient, under great and re- 
peated annoyances, by tempting and demoral 
izing inducements to men near me, held out 





from New York and other insurance companies, 
such as to be no light cost or vexation, in purse 


| or spirit, but it did require and justify the per- 


formance of acts which under different circum- 
stances, might be viewed as inexpedient or un- 
called for now. How to fix salaries, secure your 
men, grant retainers quietly, be just and honor- 
able, yet not to disturb or stimulate the whole 
force, and thus save you much larger sums than 
you have had to pay, was not only the aim, but, 
as a whole, was followed by success. Yet, even 
under this control, New York companies took 
some underwriters from us getting salaries of 
$1,000, $2,000, $2,500, and $5,000, at $2,000, 
$4,000, $6,000 and even $10,000 per annum. 
Take the case of Mr. Simrall for example : 
the retainer of the extra compensation paid him 
quietly brought out the exercise of his admirable 
diplomacy and spirit in a confidential way, and 
proved very valuable in holding other employees 
contented in the Aetna’s services, at fair terms. 


| Since his decease they are in New York and else- 


| where. 


I cannot begin to do justice to this 
branch of explanation in a letter, or extend it 
to other parties. 

All accounts were rendered errors and com- 
missions excepted. 

If errors or commissions are due you, even if 
they extend back to 1853, they could not be re- 
jected, or excused by the company to any re- 
sponsible party, annual accounts and statements 


| to the contrary notwithstanding. 


| times styles repudiation ? 


It seems of no material consequence from what 
fund these necessary payments were made, so 
your service and duty absorbed them. The 
cash, however, came from your cashier at the 
branch office in the regular channel, though un- 
known to employees it did not concern, who are 
sometimes over curious to pry out the salaries 
of others, but a faithful adjuster may pay a valid 
claim for loss from funds out of his own pocket, 
and it does not cancel his right to reimburse- 
ment from the company. Is he not virtually 
the assignee of the claimant? Does the banker 
who collects a note from an indorser extinguish 
the claim of the indorser against the maker of 
the note? Or hasa bondsman no claim against 
the principal of the bond because he may have 
paid the bond from’ private funds. For Aetna 
services paid to all your agents and travelers, is 
not the general agent virtpally their assignee, 
and is he not to be reimbursed, or a principle of 
good faith violated which the language of the 
But no, gentlemen, 
you must not, and certainly never can rightfully 


| do that. 


Amputate neither the right or left hand of 


| your service ; attempt to enforce no constructive 


estoppel now. This is no worn-out peach- 
orchard to be cleaned of useless brush. The fu- 


| ture is budding full of rich fruit, more certain 


than ever before. Hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, and even millions of surplus, are better 


| to your treasury than elsewhere, but to gather 


it requires wise cultivation and a just and proper 
spirit of co-operation, and always “to render 
unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s.”’ 

It seems, Ist, there has been no change in the 


original agreement between the Aetna and its 


general agent. 
2nd. There has never been any partnership 
or firm between him and the gentlemen referred 
to, or anyone else. 
3rd. The rights of the 


General Agent by 


| silence or delay, have not been sacrificed for 


the cash paid your force; and finally, 

4th. The Superior Court of Cincinnati de- 
cided the very case in question, and declared 
the contract with Church was the agreement 


| and contract of the AStna Insurance Company. 


That the business, duty, and services was 
theirs, official aiid complete, and not as you 


| seem now to view them. Yet, even if that 


court had held to a different construction, it 
would only have embraced the principle of an 
individual guarantee, such as indorser on a bill 
of exchange or the surety on a bond. 

I must ask to be upheldin my rights, and 
claim them fairly and concientiously as a just 
reimbursement, reminding you of the consecra- 
tion of business talents to insurance and the 
4Etna Company. and appeal to no common 
record of devotion to your interest and success. 
inviting no antagonism nor minor comparison, 
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but hoping you may not misjudge the quality of 
these services now, as either ready to perpetuate 
meannesses in little things or greater wrongs, 
but do fairly desire to secure my private rights, 
unhesitatingly and justly in the same correct 
way you require larger interests looked after 
and protected. 
Respectfully and truly, 


[Signed ] J. B. BENNETT, Manager. 
COMMUNICATIONS. 
N. B.—The OHIO UNDERWRITER assumes no respon- 


sibility for opinions expressed or statements made in 
this column. 


STOCKER’S BROKERAGE BUSINESS. 
ToLEebo, October 26, 1897. 
The Ohio Underwriter: 

I note 
lowing: 

“Asis known, several managers of com- 
panies have denounced A. C. Stocker & Co., 
of this city, for stating that the firm can 
furnish policies in their companies at less 
than board rates. A representative of the 
Inter-Ocean called at Mr. Stocker’s office 
yesterday and was given positive assurances 
that the firm had policies in force at present 
for its clients in the following companies: 
American, of New York; British America; 
Union, of England; Grand Rapids; Citizens, 
of New York; Phoenix, of Hartford; St. 
Paul; Phenix, of Brooklyn; Liverpool and | 
London and Globe; Palatine; North British; | 
Magdeburg ; Royal; Fire Association; Scot- | 
tish Union and National; German, of Free- | 
port; Chicago; Queen; Lion; Atlas; Western, 
of Toronto; and Norwich Union. 

Mr. Stocker declined to say by’ what 
method he obtained these policies, saying 
his system was one which if made public, 
would ruin his business. He says that all 
he claims to do is to deliver the policies at | 
the figure he quotes.”’ 

The odd feature about this statement is 
that every one of the companies mentioned 
belongs to the Western Union. If based on 
facts it certainly gives color to the assertion 
made in some quarters that it is the ultimate 
intention of the English companies which 
control the Union to first gradually reduce 
commissions and ultimately dispense with 
the local agents. This is a matter which 
very closely concerns the agent as a body 
and through their state and national organ- 
izations they ought to take steps to ascer- 
tain definitely where this thing is going to 
stop. 

Speaking for myself I will certainly de- 
cline to build up the business of any com- 
pany which shows such selfish disregard of | 
my own interests, more especially as while 
the Union attempts to lower my commission 
to fifteen per cent it is notorious that as 
thirty per cent brokerage is paid to parties | 
like Stocker & Co for the business of which | 
they rob the local agents. Please give this 
a place in your columns and let us hear what 
response it elicits from other locals. 

Yours respectfully, 
H. H. Dawson. 


in to-day’s /zter-Ocean the fol- 


NOTE.—Mr. Dawson is mistaken in that all the 
companies mentioned are Union The Chicago for 
one isnot. Quite a number of Stocker’s policies in the 
companies mentioned are undoubtedly procured from 
local agents who issue them without the knowledge of 
their managers.—[ ED. 


DEFENDS THE TRADERS’. 
FINDLAY, O., October 25, 
Editor Ohio Underwriter: 

DEAR Sir: We received your last issue and 
reading same, read the article concerning 
“Editor in Chief Smith’s harpings in Once in 
Awhile.’ As agent for the Traders Insur- 
ance Company for the past nine years, we 
feel quite indignant at the way you handled | 
this company in this article; and we have 
implicit faith in their statement and in their | 
financial standing; and we hardly think it ! 


1897, 


policy for an insurance journal that expects 
its patronage more or less from the local 
agents of such companies and the companies 
to make such criticism; possibly being done 
through some little personal grievance. As 
for ourselves, we are perfectly willing to 
continue the agency of the Traders, as 
we think they have been unjustly dealt with, 
and unless you see fit to make a proper 
apology, we desire that you stop our paper 
at once and we will donate the unearned 
subscription thereto. 
Yours very truly, 
G. B. CRANE, 
Agt. Traders Insurance Co. 
The statement in Once in Awhile referred to by Mr. 
Crane, and criticised by us, gave the Traders’ surplus 
at $1,289,703 when as a matter of fact that item included 
the entire liabilities of the company. The item should 
have been, according to the Spectator Year-Book, 
capital $500,000; 


cash 
assets exclusive of premium notes 
$1,683,373; liabilities, except capital $585,484; surplus 
$597,889. Truly a very good statement, and showing 
the company strong enough without the glaring 
manipulation of figures given in Once in Awhile. We 
are sorry to be obliged to cancel Mr. Crane’s subscrip- 
tion.—[{Ep. ] 


Manager F. G. Voss, of the Frankfort, 
has appointed F. H. Blackman, of De- 
troit, general agent for Michigan. Mr. 
Blackman consequently resigns the state 
agency of the London Guarantee. 

A committee consisting of Eugene 
Harbeck, R. J. Smith, R. H. Garrique 
and Charles E. Sheldon, have been to 
Minneapolis, and as a result the agents 
have agreed to stop rebating and en- 
forcing competitive rates. 

The Kansas Mutual Life of Topeka 
has largely increased its agency force 
and has secured more applications for 
insurance this year, and for a larger 
amount, than was secured during all of 
last year. In the remaining two and 
one-half months that company is sure to 
make a very nice gain over any previous 
year’s business. Every month since 
April Ist the company has made a sub- 
stantial gain in business written, com- 
pared with the corresponding month of 
last year. 





WANTED. 


DISTRICT AGENTS for the John 
Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany in Unoccupied Territory in Ohio 
and West Virginia. 


LIBERAL COMMISSIONS! 
EXCLUSIVE TERRITORY !! 
RENEWAL CONTRACTS!!! 


J. C. CAMPBELL, 


State Agent Ohio and West Virginia, 
Board of Trade, COLUMBUS, OHIO. 





EW YORK UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


ESTABLISHED 1864. 
Local Agents in all Prominent Localities In the 
United States. 
Office: 100 William Street, New York. 


A. & J, H. STODDART, General Agents. 





| PROMINENT AGENTS. 


MYRON C. LONG, 
Manager 
AETNA LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
ACCIDENT DEPARTMENT 
FIRE INSURANCE, 

English-American Underwriters, 
Continental Insurance Co. 
23 to 26 Carew Building, Fifth and Vine 
"Phone 2153. CINCINNATI, 0. 


Sts., 





H: C. MEAD, 


Manager Southern Ohio 


THE SECURITY TRUST AND LIFE INSURANCE CO., 


St. Paul Building, 


Cincinnati 


H. N. RENO, 


District Agent 


_ STANDARD ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO.. 


500 Johnston Building, 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


] 


NELSON J. EDWARDS; 


Manager for Southern Ohio. 


PREFERRED ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO. 


 Senediiie producing 


Wanted — Agents in every Town 
in Ohio. LIBERAL CONTRACTS. Address, 
Manager Ohio Branch, 


Canada Life Assurance Co., 
Cleveland, O. 





THE 


‘North American Accident Association 


OF CHICAGO. 


The Second mae Accident Association in the 
United States. 


Established I! Years. Surplus Fund $50,000. 


— one Law Suit since the Company started. Weekly In- 
| demnity NOT Prorated in Cases of Concurrent Insurance. 
| PARTIAL DISABILITY. 


| LOCAL MEN WANTED THROUGHOUT OHIO. 


la. M. HARBAUGH, State Agent, 


FETNA BUILDING, CINCINNATI. 


| 
$24.00 per week for Accident 


ACCORDING 


TO OCCUPATION 


6.00 per week for Sickness 


ACCUMULATED FOR AGE. 


| The National Masonic Provident Ass'n 


MANSFIELD, 


| 


OHIO. 


| The only Company that has ever made a continuous 
success of the sick benefit business. 
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at Acivintian 4: Gnas ELBERALD” 


Hand Book of Ohio for ’°97=’98 


Will be ready for delivery shortly. Your order filled now will insure prompt delivery. 


BOUND IN FLEXIBLE LEATHER, PRICE #2.50. 


(Name embossed on cover without extra charge. 


ga Write for descriptive circular. 





If you want to keep on losing expirations, do so, until you get an ‘‘Insurance Herald Expiration Register’’ and stop it. 


The finest line of Insurance Supplies on the market. 


‘Samples and Prices mailed on application. 


THE INSURANCE HERALD, 


Manufacturers Standard Insurance Supplies, 





Louisville, Kw. 





== THE-= 


Union Central Life Insurance Co. 


CINCINNATI, 
1897, $16,529,860.70. 


ASSETS, JANUARY |, 


OHIO. 
SURPLUS, $2,300,180.42. 


No Fluctuating Securities— Largest Rate of Interest— Lowest Death Rate. 
Endowments at Life Rates and Twenty Payment 
Cuarantv Policies Specialties. 


Large and increasing Dividends to Policyholders. 
Desirable Contracts and Good Territory open for Live Agents. 


THE AMERICAN FIRE ‘NSueANc 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 








CASH CAPITAL, 

Reserve for Reinsurance aan all omnes e iin, 

Surplus over all Liabilities, - - - 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1897, $2, 525, 790.96 


8 500,000.00 
- 1,560,056.56 
465,734.40 


THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. RICHARD MARIS, Sec’y and Treas. 
CHAS. P. PEROT, Vice-President. WM. F. WILLIAMS, Ass’t Sec’y. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Agt. 


NELSON B. JONES, JAMES P. EDMONDS, 


Special Agt. for Michigan, Lansing, Mich. Special Agt. for Ohio, Lansing, Mich 


49th ANNUAL STATEMENT UNITED STATES BRANCH 


Liverpool « London & Globe 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 


-DECEMBER 31, 1896.—>2® 
meeess, - - 5 fe fe $9,339,645.33 
Liabilities, - - - - - = 5,246,085.00 
Surplus, - - - - - = 4,093,460.33 


UNITED STATES BRANCH: 
William and Pine Streets, New York. 


Cincinnati General Agency: Cor. Third and Main, Cincinnati, 0. 


JOHN M. PATTISON, PresipeENT. 


WALTER S. Eppy, President. 


cme FT 


aging Valley tire & Marine 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 
SAGINAW, - - = = = MICHIGAN. 


CASH CAPITAL, - $200,000. 


J. P. SHERIDAN, Secretary. 


Assets, January 1, 1897 
Liabilities (including capital 


$303.252.69 
260,476.60 


Net Surplus $42,776.09 


HONEST LOSSES PAID ON SIGHT. 





The Largest Fire Insurance ee in banning 


Transacts a Fire Business only.= ——=— _ Established 1844. 


Magdeburg Fire Ins. Co. 


OF MAGDEBURG, GERMANY. 


P. E. RASOR, United States Manager. AD. DOHMEYER, Ass’t Manager. 


FREDERIC P. OLCOTT, President Central Trust Co., of New York. 
ERNST THALMANN, of Ladenburg, Thalmann & Co., Bankers, New York, 


Wit.1aM ALLEN BUTLER, of Butler, Notman, Joline & Mynderse, Coun- 
sellors-at-Law, New York. 








GEORGE M. LOVEJOY, General Sepak for Western Sates, 
Rialto Building, Curcaco, ILL. 


FRED. RAUH & CO., Agents, 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
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DDI INSURANCE 


BROADWAY Company. 


OF NEW YORE 





Assets . acemhen otave $280,318.00 
Capital : : ; 200,000.00 
Net Surplus 58,037.00 


G. W. POHLMAN, General Agent 


FOR OHIO. 


No. 21 E. THIRD STREET, CINCINNATI, O. 


Cc. B. FUNSTON, Special Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. 








Mutual Insurance Company, 
MANSFIEL:, OHIO. 


DIRECTORS: J. H. Cook, N.S. Reed, J.M. Waugh, H.R.Smith, J. W. Jenner, 
G. A. Clugston, H.C. Hedges, W. W.Cockley, A.C. Cummins. 


Assets, $1,641,484.07. 


J. H. COOK, President. R. SMITH, Secretary. 





18S4sG. IsD72. 


The Western Mutual Fire Ins. Co. 


URBANA, OHIO. 
Writes Ohio Business Only, strictly on the Premium Note Plan. 


reserr HALF-A-CENTURY 
Shows that its members have obtained 
RELIABLE INSURANCE, 
SOUND INDEMNITY, 
REASONABLE RATES, 
VERY LOW COST, 


Averaging only 4% per cent. for last twenty years. 


LOSSES PROMPTLY ADJUSTED AND PAID 


W. R. ROSS, Pres. WILSON BALDWIN, Sec’y. 


JOS. S. CARTER, Gen’! Agt. 





Incorporated April 17, 1876. Began Business October 2, 1876. 


——THE—— 


Central Manufacturers MQutue! 


VAN WERT, OHIO. 


Premium Notes $369,589.95. 


Total Cash Assets $99,379. Net Cash Surplus $54,523. 


J. S. BRUMBACK, President. F. W. PURMORT, Secretary. 


EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY ASSURANCE CORPORATION, Ltd. 


OF LONDON, ENGLAND. 


George Monroe Endicott, Manager and Attorney 
United States Branch. 


Original and Leading Liability Company. 


EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY, 

PUBLIC LIABILITY, TEAM LIABILITY, 

GENERAL LIABILITY, WORKMEN’S COLLECTIVE, 
PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE, 


SELL INDEMNITY THAT INDEMNIFIES. 


GENERAL AGENTS: 


B. M. ALLISON, 39 East Third Street, Cincinnati, O 
L. PACKER, 827 Cuyahoga Blidg., Cleveland, O 
KOBT. ZENER & CO., Indianapolis, Ind 
GEORGE D. ALLISON, Birmingham, Ala. 


ELEVATOR LIABILITY, 


STANDARD OHIO MUTUAL FIRE COMPANIES. 


Incorporated 1876. 


OHIO MUTUA 


OF SALEM, OHIO. 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY.. 


Assets Of the State Mutuals the Ohio Mutual ranks third 
© as to size and assets, and among the first as to 
BS00,000. 


prompt and satisfactory adjustment of losses. 
Purely [lutual. Business confined to Ohio. 


Extra hazardous, frame row and farm property excluded. 
J. R. VERNON, See’y. 


TWENTY-FOUR YEARS OLD. 


The Mansfield Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co. 


J. W. WAGNER, President. 


OF MANSFIELD, O.- 
J. M. Cook, Secretary. 


Total Available Assets $184,650.58. 
Net Cash Surplus 812,909.61. 


Transacts an Agency Business in Ohio. 


OHIO ONLY. 


Merchants and sfManufacturers 
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF MANSFIELD, O. 





oa The “M. & M.” has conducted a successful Business for twenty- 
one years. 


L. J. Tracy, 


President. 


M. E. Douglas, 


Secretary. 
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Bae py LABELS MADE. 





“Bie Four” 


ROUTE. 

BEST LINE TO AND FROM 
TOLEDO AND DETROIT. 
All Points in Michigan. 
CHICAGO. 

“White City Special.” 

Best Terminal Station. 


ST. LOUIS. 


Avoiding the Tunnel. 


BOSTON. 2,500... 


Wagner Sleeping Cars. 


NEW YORK. 10,000....... 


Buffet Parlor Cars, Wagner Sleeping Cars, Private Com- 
partment Cars, Elegant Coaches and Dining Cars. 


Be sure your tickets read via ‘“‘ BIG FOUR.” 


E. 0. McCORMICK, D. B. MARTIN, 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER 
GUMMED POLICY LABELS. 


ANY SHAPE OR STYLE. 


NOTE THESE PRICES: 
In Red or Blue. 


In Gold or Silver. 


.$2 75 S| Pere, 

3.75 2,500 5.50 

Bod hig Wii's 5 50 6,060...... 7.50 
. 9.00 ree 


Special prices quoted on larger quantities. 
In ordering make copy full and exact, enclosing sample of label desired for style. 


SEND FOR FREE SAMPLES. 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER CO. 





Passenger Traffic Mgr. Gen, Pass. & Tkt. Agt. 
CINCINNATI, O. 


——THE 


MUTUAL LIFE. INSURANCE Co. 
OF KENTUCKY 


Hon. CHAS. D. JACOB, President. 
WM. W. MORRIS, Secretary. 


GEO. W. MORRIS, V-President. 
DAV. MERIWETHER, Treas. 
Home Office, - - Louisville, Ky. 
Assets December 31st 1896 
Surplus, 4 per cent 
Surplus, 4% per cent 
Total Death Claims and E ndo«ments Paid. 


an egal ae $2,703,032 12 
eens a's «ante 255,871 60 

418,871 60 
. 2,785,793 64 


200,000 in Bonds deposited with the State Treasurer for the 


Benefit ofall Policy-holders. All claims paid promptly upon receipt | 


and approval of proof of death. 


The State Life 


Insurance Company, 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


While organized and operated as an assessment company under assessment laws, | 


THE STATE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY adopted at its organization the scientific 
premiums and mathematical reserves of the old line system, and the emergency 
clause and limited expense fund of the assessment system. In thus combining the 
best features of both systems and eliminating the weaknesses of each, the Company 
claims the distinction of having developed a more perfect system than either, and to 
have reached the acme in fundamental construction of a superior Life Insurance 
Company, embodying elements of perpetuity and strength not found unite! in any 
other. 





tes" Correspondence solicited with first-class Life 
Insurance Men. 








CINCINNATI. 


ae 1867. Members’ *afety Fund 


$1,000,000. 


HARTFORD LIFE. INSURANCE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 





Sells all Desirable Forms of Up-to-date Contracts. 


Ten-Year Renewable Term Policies. 
Ten-Year Non-Renewable Term Policies. 
Twenty-Year Option Policies. 
Twenty-Payment Life Policies. 
Seven-Year Distribution Policies, ete. 


E. B. SAYERS, Central Manager, Chamber of Commerce Building, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, will pay the largest brokerage for surplus lines; also 
makes renewal contracts with reliable men. WRITE HIM. 


ATTENTION 
LIFE 
UNDERWRITERS ! 


Send your declined 
Applications to.... 


Bee 
THE LIFE INSURANCE CLEARING CO. 


sT. res Seaer ee 


Agentsare invited tosubmit their business DIRECT to the homeofficeof the Company. 
LIBERAL COMMISSIONS AND RENEWALS to all agents placing business. 


In addition to “LIEN” POLICIES 
We issue policies paya le for their (*ULL FACE VALUE from date of issue. 











Send for specimen copies and supplies. Correspondence solicited from al! general, 
special and local agents. 


Address: The Life Insurance Clearing Company, 


THOS. B. SCOTT, Pres. ST. PAUL, MINN. 





——-—THE 


Western and Southern 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


PAID-UP CAPITAL, . 


$100,000.00. 


FRANK CALDWELL, President. 
W. J. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 


w= GOOD LIVE AGENTS WANTED. 








The Best The Best 


Pi — 
rien uta Commissions, 


OF NEW YORK. 


Policies, 


ACTIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, SEc’y, 
256 and 257 Broadway, - NEw YORK. 


ASSETS, over 


8 200,000 
203,000 


Surplus to Policyholders, 








a 





